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ADVERTISEMENT* 


Notwithstanding  the  number  and  variety 
of  Publications  upon  the  prefcnt  Juhject,  the 
Author  flatters  him f elf  that  his  objervations  - 
( the  refult  of  much  experience J  will  not  be' 
unacceptable  to  the  Faculty ;  efpecially  the 
junior  part  of  it,  to  whofe  perujal  this  Fffay 
is  particularly  recommended. 

Common  cafes ,  or  fuch  as  daily  occur ,  and 
are  not  attended  with  any  unufual  fymptoms 
are  purpofely  omitted;  and  to  avoid  prolixity , 
a  few  only  of  the  other  kind  are  inferted , 
they  being  thought  fujfcient  to  elucidate  the 
fubject . 

Recent  cajes  are  likewife  pretermitted,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  idea  of  relapfes,  which 
even  the  moft  impartial  reader  might  otherwife 
have  Juggefted . 

Parliament  Street,  Aug,  1st,  1812, 
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PRACTICAL 


ESSAY 


ON  THE 


Venereal  Disease, 


&c.  &c. 


The  Venereal  Disease,  beyond  all  others, 
having  by  its  peculiar  virulence  and  frequent 
attacks  upon  the  human  body,  made  the  most 
alarming  depredations  therein,  no  temporal 
subject,  I  presume,  ought  sooner  to  claim  our 
attention,  than  the  thorough  investigation  and 
speedy  subjection  of  so  formidable  an  enemy. 
•Many  and  various  have  been  the  opinions 
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of  the  learned,  relative  to  the  time  and  place 

of  its  first  appearance- — this  circumstance  has 

afforded  an  ample  field  for  disputation  to  both 

ancients  and  moderns,  of  whom  some  of  the 

most  eminent,  at  different  periods,  have  very 

ingeniously  and  candidly  treated  upon  the 

subject:  notwithstanding  which,  the  matter 

is  yet  doubtful  and  likely  to  remain  so.  A 

knowledge  of  the  precise  origin  of  the  disease, 

must  however  appear  of^but  little  importance, 

when  put  in  competition  with  that  of  the  most 

effectual  remedy  for  It  he  radical  cure  of  it. 

* 

I  shall  therefore  leave  such  controversies  to 
those  who  are  fonder  of,  or  may  be  better  qua¬ 
lified  to  adjust  them  than  myself,  and  rest  con¬ 
tented,  with  recommending  the  most  radical 
and  easy  method  of  removing  so  loathsome  a 
disease.  This  mode  of  cure  is  the  most  gentle 
and  efficacious,  as  will  appear  in  the  following 
pages ;  it  will  stand  the  test  of  the  strictest 
scrutiny,  being  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of 
long  experience  and  uninterrupted  success. 
In  support  of  this  assertion,  I  shall  produce 
some  very  remarkable  cases,  selected  from  many 
hundreds,  where  the  usual  or  general  modes  of 
cure  had  proved  abortive. 

It 
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,  v  -  7 

t  • 

It  has  been  frequently  observed,  that  the 
knowledge  of  a  disease  is  half  its  cure;  in  no 
instance  can  I  suppose  this  adage  to  have  been 
more  fully  verified  than  in  the  Venereal  Dis¬ 
ease  ;  which  Proteus  like,  appears  in  so  many 
different  forms,  that  very  often  it  will  require 
no  small  share  of  judgment  and  experience  to 
distinguish  it  from  some  other  distemper,  whose 
symptoms  it  may  resemble  in  many  respects, 
or  with  which  it  may  in  reality  be  combined. 
This  being  the  case,  we  must  not  wonder  at 
the  many  errors  daily  committed  by  the  igno¬ 
rant,  or  inexperienced  in  the  profession. 

Almost  innumerable  have  been  the  in¬ 
stances  of  reputed  rheumatisms,  nervous  head- 
achs,  wandering  gouts,  scurvies,  declines,  con¬ 
sumptions,  &c.  Sic.  which,  upon  a  minute  in¬ 
vestigation,  have  been  proved  to  be  venereal. 
A  happy  circumstance,  when  this  discovery  is 
made  early  enough  to  save  the  patient  from  an 
untimely  grave  ;  but  alas  !  how  frequently  does 
the  reverse  happen  ? 

This  melancholy  observation  is  particu¬ 
larly  corroborated  in  the  great  number  of 
atrophies,  or  consumptions,  by  which  the  inha- 
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bitants  of  this  island  are  many  of  them  sup- 
posed  to  be  destroyed.  This  fatality  has  ge¬ 
nerally  been  ascribed  to  the  climate,  but  I  am 
firmly  persuaded,  that,  upon  a  strict  and  im¬ 
partial  enquiry,  many  other  causes  may  be  as¬ 
signed  ;  and  amongst  them,  Venus  will  be  found 
to  have  had  no  small  share.  I  am  induced  to 
be  of  this  opinion  from  the  many  instances 
that  have  fallen  under  mv  own  immediate  in- 
spection,  where  patient^,  after  having  been 
pronounced  to  be  in  the  last  stages  of  a  con¬ 
sumption,  and  given  over  as  lost,  have  been 
perfectly  restored  by  the  use  of  anti-venereals. 
A  circumstance  of  such  importance,  most  cer¬ 
tainly  merits  the  attention  of  every  medical 
practitioner.  Should  this  admonition  take  the 
desired  effect,  I  shall  experience  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  having  rendered  such  a  service  ,to 
the  community. 

»  In  the  following  sheets  it  will  evidently 
appear,  that  the  Venereal  Disease,  in  every 
state  or  stage,  from  the  mildest  to  the  most 
inveterate,  may  be  perfectly,  easily,  and  safely 
cured,  without  salivation $  and  that  the  patient, 
although  labouring  under  a  confirmed  pox, 
will  not  be  confined  within  doors  a  single  day, 

during 
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daring  the  whole  time  he  may  be  taking  such 
medicines  as  will  effect  a  radical  cure.  I  shall 
likewise  demonstrate  that  gleets  of  every  deno¬ 
mination  are  curable,  provided  the  origin  of 
each  be  duly  investigated,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  a  suitable  remedy  not  only  applied, 
but  regularly  persevered  in  for  a  length  of  time, 
proportionable  to  the  cause:  to  the  want  of 
that  perseverance,  in  my  opinion,  may  often  be 
ascribed  the  want  of  success  in  the  general 
treatment  of  gleets ;  for  1  do  not  recollect 
(amongst  the  great  number  and  variety  of  my 
patients  for  several  years  past)  three  cases  which 
did  not  give  way,  or  were  not  cured,  by  pro¬ 
perly  and  strictly  persisting  in  the  use  of  in¬ 
jections  or  bougies,  and  some  internal  altera¬ 
tives. 

To  prove  not  only  the  inexpediency,  but 
the  inefficacy  of  salivation  in  venereal  maladies, 
I  shall  produce  several  cases,  in  which  its  ef¬ 
fects  were  merely  palliative ;  in  other  words, 
afforded  only  a  temporary  relief,  although  re¬ 
peated  even  to  a  fourth  or  fifth  time ;  after 
which,  the  same  patients  (notwithstanding  the 
violent  shock,  and  manifest  injury  their  consti¬ 
tutions  had  thereby  sustained,)  were  perfectly 

and 
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and  radically  cured  by  that  easy  gentle  method, 
which  I  mean  to  recommend,  namely,  the  al¬ 
terative  one. 

For  argument  sake  only,  suppose  we  ad¬ 
mit  that  salivation  is  efficient,  and  might  be 
depended  upon ;  what  man  in  his  senses  but 
would  give  the  preference  to  the  method  here 
proposed?  When  he  considers  how  extremely 
disgusting  and  painful  the  process  of  salivation 
is  universally  alio  wed  to  be ;  the  consequent 
confinement  indispensably  necessary  therein,  and 
the  many  other  disagreeables  that  generally  or 
frequently  succeed  it ;  such  as  destruction  of 
the  teeth  and  gums,  and  the  foetid  or  stinking 
breath  thereby  occasioned  ;  the  great  relaxation 
of  the  salivary  glands,  or  an  erosion  of  their 
excretory  ducts,  producing  a  copious  trouble¬ 
some  flow  of  saliva,  perhaps  for  the  remainder 
of  life ;  together  with  the  derangement  of  the 
whole  frame,  in  such  a  degree,  as  seldom  to  be 
got  the  better  of,  even  by  those  who  may  have 
been  originally  possessed  of  the  best  stamina, 
or  strongest  constitution. 

All  these  circumstances  duly  considered, 

9 

it  is  rather  surprising  that  salivation  has  not 

long 
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Jong  since  been  universally  exploded;  the  only 
assignable  reason,  must  be  the  want  of  a  pro¬ 
per  succedaneum  :  that,  however,  very  hap¬ 
pily  for  mankind,  can  no  longer  be  pleaded  in 
excuse,  as  the  alterative  method  is  daily  gain¬ 
ing  ground,  from  the  following  very  cogent 
reasons,  viz.  the  operation  of  proper  alteratives, 
being  so  extremely  mild  and  gentle,  as  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  being  safely  administered  at  any  time 
or  season,  to  persons  of  all  ages,  and  of  each 
sex;  to  pregnant  women  almost  the  whole  time 
of  gestation,  even  to  the  last  month,  from 
which  happy  circumstance,  the  foetus  and  its 
mother  both  receive  a  cure  at  the  same  time. 

Two  other  very  material  advantages  are 
to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  alteratives;  first, 
the  certainty  of  cure,  even  in  the  worst,  the 
most  inveterate  cases,  where  many  repeated 
salivations  have  proved  ineffectual ;  secondly, 
not  the  least  confinement  being  requisite 
throughout  the  whole  course,  which  to  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  world  is  a  circumstance 
of  no  little  importance,  the  patient  being  able 
to  transact  business  as  well  in  the  open  air  as 
elesewhere,  and  there  being  no  other  restric- 

4  ' 

tion  or  alteration  respecting  his  diet,  than  the 
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omission  of  acids,  he  will  not  be  under  any 
apprehension  of  a  discovery  taking  place  in 
the  family. 

Another  particular  in  favour  of  these 
medicines,  is,  that  contrary  to  the  effects  of 
most  others,  they  will  increase  the  appetite, 
and  thereby  accelerate  the  cure,  during  the 
performance  of  which  the  patient’s  food  can¬ 
not,  be  of  too  nutritious  a  nature,  insomuch, 
that  meat  may  be  allowed  twice  or  thrice  per 
day,  in  preference /to  gruels,  ptysans,  or  slops 
of  any  kind. 

t 

» 

The  only  disadvantage  that  attends  the 
alterative  method,  is  this ;  patients  being  at 
large  the  whole  time,  and  capable  of  pursu¬ 
ing  either  business  or  pleasure  ;  some  are  apt 
to  prefer  the  latter,  and  very  frequently  not 
only  neglect  taking  the  medicine,  but  commit 
various  excesses,  and  sometimes  contract  fresh 
infections,  while  we  are  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
move  the  old  one.  Indeed,  some  have  been 
frank  enough  to  confess  that  a  species  of 
ceconomy  had  given  rise  to  these  irregulari¬ 
ties,  from  a  supposition  that  no  additional 
expence  would  be  incurred,  they  thought  it 

therefore 


13 


therefore  the  properest  time  to  gratify  such 

inclinations,  not  considering  that  violent  *exer* 

\ 

tions  of  the  parts  affected,  must  certainly  pro¬ 
crastinate  the  cure,  should  they  even  be  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  escape  an  increase  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  viruSi 

Salivation  has  none  of  these  obstacles 
to  combat  with,-  for  when  once  a  man  has 
completely  immersed  himself  into  that  delight¬ 
ful  state,  it  will  seldom,  if  ever  happen,  that* 
he  will,  so  circumstanced,  be  possessed  of 
either  ability  or  inclination  to  deviate  from  the 
most  rigid  injunctions  that  may  be  imposed 
by  his  doctors,  medicinal  or  divine.  In  sup¬ 
port  of  this  opinion,  nothing  more  will  be 
necessary  than  a  recital  of  some  few  of  the 
concomitant  symptoms  or  constant  attendants 
on  a  perfect  salivation  ;  namely,  a  tumefac¬ 
tion  of  the  head,  face,  and  throat,  to  a  great 

degree,  with  much  pain  and  inflammation 

* 

therein ;  thus  the  tongue  frequently  becomes 
too  large  for  the  mouth,  which  by  this  time 
is  excoriated  and  extremely  tender,  together 
with  the  gums,  tonsils,  and  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts;  in  fine,  the  whole  mouth  and  its 
appendages  become  one  foul  ulcer,  from  which 
1  C  issues 
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issues  a  stench  that  may  be  better  conceived 
than  described,  accompanied  with  a  ptvalism 
or  spitting*  in  quantity  from  two  to  six  pints  in 
the  twenty-four  hours ;  which  agreeable  process 
is  to  be  continued  some  weeks,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  perhaps,  repeated 
again  and  again. 

The  same  advantages  as  the  foregoing, 
has  the  old  method/ of  curing  claps  by  mercu¬ 
rials  and  drastic  purges,  which  were  generally 
repeated  every  two  or  three  days  for  a  consider¬ 
able  length  of  time,  till  the  discharge  put  on  a 
more  benign  aspect ;  or  the  patience,  or  strength 
of  the  patient  being  exhausted,  occasioned  a 
discontinuance  thereof. 

From  these  premises  we  must  readily 

infer  that  a  person  thus  constantly  harassed 

\  - 

by  strong  rough  medicines,  could  have  little 
relish  or  inclination  to  transgress  the  laws  of 
sobriety, 

•'  ‘  i 

Consideratis  considerandis ,  every  Impartial 
man  most  certainly  will  prefer  the  alterative 
mode  of  cure,  to  that  by  salivation. 

x  Having 
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Having  premised  thus  much,  now  let  us 
turn  our  thoughts  to  the  most  eligible  means 
of  obtaining  a  radical  cure  for  this  prevalent 
disease,  it  having  often  with  great  truth  been 
observed,  that  as  nothing  can  be  done  with 
greater  facility,  than  to  cavil  or  find  fault, 
therefore  no  merit  will  be  derived  from  such 
a  procedure,  unless  at  the  same  time  it  shall 
be  accompanied  with  some  plan  or  scheme 
more  likely  to  effect  the  purpose  in  question. 
To  obviate  this  reflection,  I  shall  not  only 
propose  such  a  remedy  as  will  be  most  likely 
to  answer,  but  shall  also  produce,  in  support 
of  it,  some  cases,  which  (from  the  peculiar 
success  attending  them)  will  go  near  to  call 
in  question  the  veracity  of  the  man  who  re¬ 
cords  them ;  be  that  as  it  mav,  such  an  idea 
shall  not  prevent  my  giving  a  faithful  relation 
of  them.  Before,  however,  we  enter  upon 
that  part  of  the  business,  I  shall  make  some 
observations  on  the  means  by  which  those 
events  took  place.  ' 

V  ery  numerous  and  different  are  the  pre¬ 
scriptions  which  at  various  periods  have  been 
recommended,  as  fully  competent  to  subdue  the 
venereal  poison  ;  amongst  the  great  variety  of- 

C  2  fered 


fared  for  this  salutary  purpose,  many  are  dia¬ 
metrically  opposite  to  each  other.;  advocates, 
however,  were  not  wanting  to  extol  their  ma¬ 
nifold  virtues  ;  on  these  occasions,  both-  the 
vegetable  and  mineral  kingdoms  were  tho¬ 
roughly  ransacked  and  attentively  examined, 
and  many  of  their  properties  ascertained  by  a 
series  of  ingenious  experiments  ;  and  even  at 
the  present  period,  we  are  sometimes  under 
the  necessity  of  haying  recourse  to  both,  in 
the  reduction  of  so  powerful  an  opponent  as 
the  Venereal  Disease.  Be  it  remembered, 
howeyer,  that  vegetables  alone,  when  properly 
prepared,  will  effect  a  cure  in  many  cases, 
although  in  others,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  minerals  will  likewise  be  required.  The 
gums  will  some  of  them  be  found  of  singular 
use,  particularly  camphor,  in  every  stage  of 
the  disease,  from  a  gonorrhoea  to  a  confirmed 
lues ;  in  the  former  it  will  greatly  contribute 
tp  alleviate  the  heat  of  urine,  as  well  as  cor¬ 
rect  the  virulence ;  and  in  the  latter  it  ought 
never  to  be  omitted,  for  several  reasons ;  in 
Ithe  .first  place,  it  is  a  most  powerful  altera¬ 
tive  ;  in  the  next,  it  strengthens  the  nerves, 
exhilarates  the  spirits,  and,  when  joined  with 
xninerals,  fortifies  the  stomach  and  howels 

against 
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against  many  of  their  disagreeable  or  pernici¬ 
ous  effects.  It  diffuses  a  general  warmth 
throughout  the  body,  and  greatly  assists  in 
conducting  other  medicines  towards  the  cuti- 
cular  and  renal  glands. 

As  to  the  choice  of  alterative  medicines 
best  adapted  to  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Dis¬ 
ease,  I  believe  none  will  be  found  more  effica¬ 
cious  than  a  composition  of  the  following,  viz. 
camphor,  antimony,  and  sulphur;  in  some  cases 
it  may  be  necessary  to  add  both  mercury  and 
opium.  These  must  be  assisted  with  decoc¬ 
tions  of  the  woods*  in  quantifies  sufficient  to 
attenuate  and  saturate  the  whole  mass  of  con¬ 
taminated  juices*  Any  particular  recipe  or 
•  -  .  1 
prescription  of  the  above,  would  be  of  very 

little  use,  as  not  only  the  doses,  but  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  each  ingredient  must  so  frequently  be 
either  increased  or  diminished,  agreeable  to 
the  variations  of  symptoms  and  circumstances, 
which  sometimes  require  even  the  omission  of 
one  or  more  of  those  ingredients.  The  age, 


*  Guaiacum,  sarsparilla,  China  sassafras,  santalum, 
glycyrrhiza,  &c.  % 


sex. 
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sex,  temperament  or  constitution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  as  well  as  degree  of  infection,  must 
render  it  indispensably  necessary  to  make  the 
alterations  above  mentioned.  Another  mate¬ 
rial  circumstance  frequently  occurs,  namely, 
the  addition  of  other  acrimonious  humours;  to 
which  particular  attention  must  be  paid,  or 
we  shall  not  succeed  in  our  endeavours  to  re¬ 
move  the  venereal  one.  From  hence  it  ntust 
evidently  appear,  that  no  particular  recipe  can 
be  invariably  relief  upon,  in  this  or  any  other 
disease. 

Tue  symptoms  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
(commonly  termed  a  clap)  are  too  wed  known 
to  require  any  description  in  this  place ;  let 
us  therefore  consider  upon  the  means  most  eli¬ 
gible  for  its  removal.  The  cure  may  be  easily 
and  speedily  effected,  if  undertaken  when  the 
first  symptoms  are  perceived ;  particularly  that 
gentle  irritation,  or  trickling  sensation  in  the 
urinary  passage,  which  so  frequently  precedes 
the  discharge ;  the  disease,  when  taken  at  this 
stage,  may  be  very  safely  removed  in  the  space 
of  two  days,  by  applying  medicine  immedk 
ately  to  the  part  affected ;  this  cannot  be  con¬ 
veniently  done  in  any  other  form  than  that  of 


an 


19 


\ 

an  injection,  which  should  be  composed  of 
some  gentle  detergent  that  will  stop  the  further 
progress  of  the  venereal  virus,  by  preventing 

its  absorption. - Chancres  may  likewise  be 

almost  as  speedily  removed,  provided  the  reme¬ 
dy  be  applied  at  their  very  first  appearance. 

Should  this  precaution  be  omitted,  the 
acrid  matter  will  corrode  the  parts,  and  pro¬ 
duce  ulcerations;  consequently  a  longer  time 
will  be  required  to  effect  a  cure ;  and  it  may 
be  necessary  to  administer  internals,  to  prevent 
a  flow  of  humours  to  the  part,  which  might 
retard  the  cure,  if  not  entirely  frustrate  our 
intentions. 

If  the  complaint  be  not  removed  in  the 
early  stages,  it  will  soon  become  confirmed,  and 
then  due  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  patient’s 
habit  of  body,  mode  of  living,  &c. 

It  is  with  me  a  matter  of  surprise,  that 
injections  have  not  been  in  more  general  prac¬ 
tice;  as  nothing  certainly  can  be  more  rational, 
than  to  apply  the  remedy  to  the  part  affect¬ 
ed.  The  advantages,  or  the  reverse,  attend¬ 
ing  the  use  of  them,  must  evidently  arise  from 

the 
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the  ingredients  dt  which  they  are  composed  ; 
no  man  sure  can  be  so  prejudiced  as  to  declare 
that  his  objection  is  merely  to  that  particular 
mode  of  conveying  a  medicine ;  to  speak  im¬ 
partially;  if  crude,  corrosive*  indigested  ulcers 
in  every  other  part  of  the  body  require  topical 
applications,  why,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  should  they  be  neglected  or  omitted  in 
parts  naturally  so  very  delicate  and  sensible,  asi 
the  organs  of  generation  are  incontestably  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  ?  Neglects  of  this  kind  are  fre¬ 
quently  productive  of  the  most  disagreeable  con* 
sequences ;  they  may,  independent  of  the  in* 
juries  from  absorption,  give  rise  to  gleets  and 
obstructions  in  the  urethra,  which  if  not  attend¬ 
ed  to,  may  terminate  fatally. 

The  stillicidium,  of  running,  is  very  un¬ 
certain  as  to  the  time  of  its  appearance ; — 
sometimes  it  will  happen  in  six  hours  after  the 
embrace,  in  others  twice  as  many  weeks  have 
elapsed  before  it  has  been  perceived  ;  these,  I 
must  acknowledge,  are  not  very  common  cases, 
but  such  as  have  really  fallen  under  my  inspec¬ 
tion,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel ;  in  genera^ 
however,  it  appears  in  less  than  ten  days. 

Chanicres 
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Chancres  likewise  vary  as  much  in  this  parti¬ 
cular. 

In  the  treatment  of  a  confirmed  clap,  a 
great  deal  will  depend  upon  its  being  simple 
or  compound  ;  in  other  words,  whether  it  ori¬ 
ginated  from  a  person  who  had  only  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  or  who  at  the  same  time  was  poxed 
likewise.  In  the  latter  case,  powerful  internals 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  ;  in  the  former,  a 
cure  may  frequently  be  accomplished  by  injec¬ 
tion  only. 

Claps  and  Chancres  are  often  contracted 
at  the  same  time,  but  do  not  alwavs  make 
their  first  appearance  together;  I  have  seen 
instances  even  where  some  weeks  have  inter¬ 
vened. 

t 

*'  r  ’  t  '  J 

As  the  composition  of  injection,  like  that 
of  every  other  remedy,  must  vary  according 
to  circumstances,  I  shall  decline  giving  any  par¬ 
ticular  recipe; — one  general  ingredient  how¬ 
ever  I  will  venture  to  recommend,  namely,  Ar¬ 
menian  bole,  which  from  its  absorbent  and 
other  good  qualities,  will  prove  highly  benefi¬ 
cial,  both  in  correcting  the  venereal  acrimony, 
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and  defending  the  sound  parts  of  the  urethra 

therefrom. 

In  the  cure  of  claps,  some  practitioners 
have  attended  too  much  to  the  colour  of  the 
discharge,  others  to  the  consistence  of  it ;  both 
are  fallacious,  particularly  the  former;  as  it 
will  sometimes  be  of  a  deep  yellow,  even  to 
the  last  day,  especially  in  bilious  habits ;  fre¬ 
quently  it  is  equally  high  coloured  in  old  gleets 
of  seven  or  ten  years/standing,  where  the  party 
has  been  entirely  free  from  infection  all  that 
time,  as  in  some  cases  has  been  sufficiently 
manifested  by  the  heajthy  state  of  wives  and 
children.  A  discharge  of  similar  colour  and 
consistence  is  often  to  be  found  attending  the 
fluor  albus,  as  it  is  called.  From  hence  will 
follow  the  indispensible  necessity  of  examining 
further  than  just  the  state  of  the  running: 
the  best  criterion  will  be  the  aspect  of  the 
urethral  orifice*  and  the  sensations  throughout 
that  tube. 

Many  families  have  been  rendered  un? 
happy  from  the  length  of  time  this  disease 
sometimes  requires  to  make  its  first  appear¬ 
ance  :  for  a  man*  after  performing  a  kind  of 

quarantine 


quarantine  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  arid 
no  symptom  of  infection  having  shewn  itself 
during  that  time,  would  naturally  conclude 
himself  entirely  free  from  it,  and  proceed  ac¬ 
cordingly }  but  how  great  his  astonishment,  as 
well  as  chagrin,  to  discover  (perhaps  a  month 
or  two  afterwards)  the  most  indisputable  signs 
of  his  being  infected ;  several  instances  of  this 
kind,  have  fallen  under  my  inspection,  some 
of  which,  I  must  confess,  I  could  not  have 
credited,  had  they  not  been  accompanied  with 
proofs  not  to  be  contested.  From  this  we  may 
infer,  that  although  the  virus  very  often  makes 
the  most  rapid  progress,  at  other  times  its  ope¬ 
rations  are  as  sluggish ;  this  may  arise  from  the 
degree  of  infection,  or  the  patient’s  habit  of 
body,  or  from  both. 


\ 
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CASE  I. 

A  Merchant  in  the  city  of  London,  four 
years  since;  applied  to  me  in  consequence  of 
great  heat  in  making  urine?  painful  erections, 
and  a  discharge  of  matter  from  the  urethra,  so 
acrid,  as  to  threaten  a  phymosis,  it  having  al¬ 
ready  excoriated  the  greatest  part  of  the  glans 
penis.  Thus  situated/  he  desired  to  know  if 
I  did  not  call  his  disorder  a  clap  ;  to  which  I  re¬ 
plied  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  it  was  not  of 
the  mildest  kind  :  “  Then  Sir,  (said  he)  I  shall 
mention  a  circumstance,  that  I  think  will  sur¬ 
prise  you,  which  is,  that  not  a  single  symptom 
of  the  disease  appeared  until  two  months  and 
three  days  after  it  was  contracted  upon  this 
account  he  deemed  it  not  venereal ;  I  assured 
him,  however,  that  it  was  so,  and  could  be  re¬ 
moved  only  by  treating  it  as  such.  My  patient 
was  not  of  a  bad  habit  of  body,  nor  had  his 
blood  been  previously  heated  by  intemperance  ; 
the  chordee  was  notwithstanding  so  trouble¬ 
some,  that  I  expected  to  have  been  obliged  to 
use  opiates,  which  I  am  very  seldom  under  the 

necessity 
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necessity  of  doing;  injections  generally  answer¬ 
ing  the  purpose,  by  speedily  removing  the  in¬ 
flammation  and  its  consequences;  my  only  ob¬ 
jection  to  opium  in  these  cases,  is,  the  consti¬ 
pation  which  mostly  attends  the  use  of  it ;  al¬ 
though  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  the  old  method 
by  cathartics,  yet  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
recommend  absolutely  the  reverse ;  which  must 
indubitably  tend  to  increase,  rather  than  alle¬ 
viate  symptoms  arising  from  inflammation.  It 
will  be  found  fully  sufficient,  that  the  intestinal 
evacuations  be  the  same  as  at  the  time  of  per¬ 
fect  health. - Now  to  return  to  my  patient; 

he  was  much  alarmed  at  the  high  degree  of 
pain  and  inflammation,  which  however  was 
considerably  lessened  in  the  space  of  two  days, 
bv  means  of  injection  and  internal  alteratives; 
three  weeks  continuance  of  which  perfectly 
cured  him,  without  any  confinement  or  altera¬ 
tion  in  his  usual  mode  of  living,  except  absti¬ 
nence  from  acids,  and  spirituous  liquors. 
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C  A  S  E  II. 

A  Gentleman  of  Dorsetshire,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1778,  came  to  town  on 
purpose  to  be  under  my  care  5  his  symptoms 
at  that  time  were  a  discharge  of  yellow  matter 
from  the  urethra,  chancres  on  the  glans  penis, 

a  large  bubo  on  t he  left  groin,  and  a  smaller 

#  • 

one  in  the  right.  Upon  my  enquiring  into  par¬ 
ticulars,  he  solemnly  declared  that  he  had  not 
the  least  reason  to  think  himself  infected,  till 
upwards  of  nine  weeks  after  coition,  when  he 
was  attacked  with  a  trickling  sensation  in  the 
urethra,  which  was  followed  by  a  running  and 
heat  of  urine  $  chancres  soon  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  and  were  succeeded  in  a  short  time  by 
tumefaction  of  the  inguinal  glands,  which 
thereupon  became  extremely  painful.  He  was 
at  first  attended  by  a  surgeon  in  his  own  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who  bled  him  very  freely,  gave 
strong  mercurial  purges  repeatedly,  and  order¬ 
ed  him  to  dilute  plentifully  with  barley-water, 
& c*  Fomentations  and  cataplasms,  were  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  to  the  buboes  till  suppuration  took  place, 
when  he  proposed  to  discharge  their  contents, 
by  means  of  caustic  or  incision,  but  the  patient 
not  consenting  to  either,  immediately  left  the 
country,  and  soon  after  applied  to  me,  request¬ 
ing  that  I  would  remove  themv  without  open¬ 
ing  or  suffering  them  to  break,  as  he  had  the 
greatest  aversion  to  sores  of  every  kind,  and 
much  dreaded  all  chirurgica!  operations ;  I  told 
him,  that  considering  the  very  forward  state 
in  which  the  buboes  at  that  time  were,  (the 
fluctuation  of  matter  being  readily  felt  upon  the 
slightest  pressure)  1  could  make  no  other  pro^ 
mise,  than  to  exert  my  best  abilities  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  effect  what  he  so  ardently  desired ; 
observing  likewise,  that  I  frequently  had  been 
fortunate  enough,  to  render  those  painful  ope¬ 
rations  unnecessary,  by  the  use  of  internal  me¬ 
dicines  alone;  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  the 
only  ones  that  can  safely  be  relied  upon* 

As  to  the  repelling  of  buboes,  (in  the  vul¬ 
gar  phrase  putting  them  back)  I  never  make 
the  least  hesitation  of  attempting  to  effect  it, 
for  this  obvious  reason,  that  a  bubo  is  no  a  cri» 
tical  abcess,  of  which  I  am  well  convinced 
from  daily  experience,  notwithstanding  the  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  received  opinion  to  the  contrary  ;  I  have 
seen  many  instances  where  buboes,  have  been 
carefully  brought  forward  to  the  most  perfect 
suppuration,  liberally  opened,  and  a  copious 
discharge  very  industriously  encouraged  for  the 
space  of  four,  five,  or  six  months;  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  the  parties  have  remained 
completely  poxed  ;  as  the  nocturnal  pains,  foul 
ulcers,  and  eruptions  sufficiently  manifested 
a  few.  months  afterwards,  when  they  became 
my  patients,  and  were  radically  cured  by  the 
alterative  method  in/  half  that  time.  This  be¬ 
ing  a  fact  not  to  be  controverted,  why  should 
suppuration  be  encouraged,  as  it  must  be  at¬ 
tended  with  great  pain,  filthiness  and  inconve¬ 
nience?  And  after  all,  not  being  critical,  a 
regular  course  of  medicines  will  be  indispensi- 
bly  necessary ;  the  cicatrix  or  scar,  is  likewise 
a  circumstance  not  the  most  agreeable,  espe¬ 
cially  to  the  fair  sex.  Without  apologizing  for 
this  digression,  I  will  hasten  to  my  Dorsetshire 
friend.  Entertaining  these  sentiments,  I  im¬ 
mediately  sat  about  the  discussion  of  his  bu¬ 
boes  ;  for  which  purpose  alteratives  were  ad- 

\ 

ministered  internally,  and  detergent  injections 
and  dressings  applied  to  the  urethra  and  the 
chancres  on  the  penis ;  by  these  means,  the 
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symptoms  gradually  abated,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  month  he  thought  himself  cured  ; — but  I 
advised  a  continuance  of  the  medicines  three 
or  four  weeks  longer,  on  account  of  the  high 
degree  of  virulence  we  had  to  encounter  with  : 
he  readily  consented  to  persevere  in  the  use  of 
them,  having  already  experienced  such  salutary- 
effects  ;  and  to  shew  that  he  did  not  think  the 
decoction  at  all  nauseous,  he  generally  drank 
it  at  meals  in  lieu  of  any  other  liquor.  Thus, 
in  less  than  two  months,  without  being  confin¬ 
ed  to  the  house  a  single  day  during  the  whole 
course,  he  was  perfectly  re-established  in  health, 
and  has  remained  well  ever  since.  He  was 
highly  pleased  at  the  removal  of  the  buboes 
without  opening,  and  very  generously  rewarded 
my  services. 


E 


CASE 


30 


C  A  SE  III. 

t 

In  the  month  of  July,  1777,  a  Gentle¬ 
man  requested  my  advice  upon  the  following 
symptoms;  an  unusual  (though not  painful)  sen¬ 
sation  in  the  urethra,  a  discharge  therefrom, 
very  small  in  quantity,  and  of  colour  so  light 
as  scarce  to  tinge  his  lipen.  I  was  of  opinion 
that  these  symptoms  Were  the  harbingers  or 
fore-runners  of  a  clap/;  but  he  strongly  insisted 
that' his  disorder  could  be  nothing  more  than 
weakness,  or  a  strain,  as  he  had  had  no  venereal 
connection  for  eleven  weeks,  previous  to  this 
indisposition.  I  informed  him,  that  should  the 
cure  of  his  disease  be  undertaken  in  this  early 
stage,  I  believed  it  might  be  removed  in  less 
than  a  week,  if  he  should  strictly  adhere  to 
my  instructions,  but  as  he  seemed  so  firmly 
persuaded  that  his  disorder  was  not  infectious, 
I  advised  him  to  wait  only  a  short  time,  and  he 
would  then  be  perfectly  sensible  of  the  real 
nature  and  tendency  of  it.  Three  days  only 
had  elapsed,  before  he  paid  me  a  second  visit, 
when  I  found  my  prognostick  sufficiently  veri¬ 
fied  ; 
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fied  ;  the  urethra  and  glans  penis  being  highly 
inflamed,  great  “heat  in  making  water,  some 
pain  in  erection,  and  a  discharge  of  yellow 
matter  issuing  from  the  urinary  canal:  he  was 
by  this  time  fully  convinced  of  his  error,  and 
requested  that  1  would  relieve  him  as  expedi¬ 
tiously  as  possible.  I  told  him  that  his  delay 
of  three  days,  would  procrastinate  the  cure 
more  than  a  week,  and  in  the  present  state  of 
the  disease,  I  judged  that  it  would  at  least  re¬ 
quire  a  fortnight,  should  even  his  temperance 
and  regularity  not  be  called  in  question. 
However,  by  the  use  of  injection  and  a  few 
alterative  pills,  he  was  perfectly  cured  in  thir¬ 
teen  days. 

*  .  ■  r>  •  <  - 
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CASE  IV. 

A  Gentleman  in  Westminster  sent  for 
me  two  years  since,  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
a  stillicidium,  or  discharge  from  the  urethra, 
which  had  first  made  its  appearance  two  days 
before  I  saw  him  ;  he  was  quite  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  it,  not  having  copulated  for  up-  , 
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wards  of  two  months  prior  to  that  period.  I 
enquired  whether  he  felf  an  irritation  or  trick¬ 
ling  in  the  urinary  passage,  he  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  upon  which  I  pronounced  the  case 
to  be  venereal,  although  the  running  was  per¬ 
fectly  clear,  and  the  parts  entirely  free  from  any 
external  inflammation.  My  patient,  however, 
seemed  to  think  that  I  had  formed  an  erroneous 
opinion  ;  I  therefore  desired  him  to  deter  using 
medicine  of  any  kind  for  a  day  or  two,  in  which 
time  I  made  no  doubt  of  an  alteration  in  his 
sentiments. — The  next  morning  1  wras  again 
sent  for,  and  informed,  that  the  parts  did  not 
look  quite  so  cool  as  on  the  preceding  day,  and 
that. his  urine  felt  rather  warmer  than  usual; 
these  symptoms  he  attributed  to  something  he 
had  eat  or  drank  the  day  before. 

I  replied,  that  in  twenty-four  hours,  I  was 
fully  persuaded  he  would  assign  another  cause. 
Before  breakfast  the  next  day,  he  sent  for  me 
again,  and  said  that  he  no  longer  entertained 
the  least  doubt  of  the  disease  being  infectious, 
having  lately  perceived  some  symptoms  of  an 
approaching  chordee  ;  the  running  was  now  be* 
come  yellow,  the  parts  were  inflamed  exter¬ 
nally,  as  well  as  within,  and  he  could  not  make 
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urine  without  some  degree  of  pain.  I  prepar¬ 
ed  for  him  a  cooling  injection,  of  which  he 
used  a  syringe  full  night  and  morning,  and  as  he 
was  very  subject  to  the  gout,  I  administered  no 
other  medicines  internally,  than  decoctions  of 
the  woods  and  camphor,  by  which  means,  in 
the  space  of  seventeen  days,  the  cure  was  very 
easily  completed. 


c  a  s  e  v. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
put  himself  under  my  care  on  the  ninth  day 
of  December,  1779;  he  had  enjoyed  a  very 
good  state  of  health  for  some  years,  till  within 
three  days  of  his  application  to  me,  when  he 
discovered  a  yellow  running  from  the  urethra, 
attended  with  a  heat  of  urine,  and  an  inflam¬ 
mation  in  the  glans  penis  and  praeputium. 
There  was  likewise  a  small  chancre  on  the  frae- 
num.  After  ocular  demonstration,  I  assured 
him  that  his  disease  was  venereal,  my  patient 
was  not  of  a  different  opinion  (having  been  fre¬ 
quently 
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q.uently  infected  before)  but  he  expressed  great 
astonishment  at  its  being  so;  from  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  not  having  had  any  venereal  intercourse 
since  the  fifth  day  of  the  preceding  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  having  been  entirely  free  of  any  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  disease,  till  the  sixth  day  of  De¬ 
cember;  an  interval  of  thirteen  weeks  and  up¬ 
wards,  from  the  time  of  contracting  the  dis¬ 
ease,  to  that  of  its  appearhnce.  Upon  my  in¬ 
terrogating  him  very  closely  as  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  affair,  his  answer  was,  that  he 
could  have  no  interest  in  deceiving  me,  and 
that  it  was  impossible  he  should  have  been  mis¬ 
taken,  having  a  memorandum  in  his  pocket- 
book  of  some  particular  occurrences  of  that 
day,  relative  to  this  business,  which  with  him 
reduced  the  matter  to  an  obsolute  certainty,  t 
observed,  that  probably  some  time  subsequent 
to  that  period,  he  might  have  been  too  free  in 
his  libations  to  Bacchus,  and  be  thereby  deprived 
of  recollecting  his  last  engagement  with  Venus, 
This  supposition  he  obviated,  by  declaring  upon 
his  honour,  that  he  had  not  been  inebriated  for 
several  months  past,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  ra¬ 
ther  lived  abstemiously  than  otherwise.  This 
gentleman’s  health  was  perfectly  re-established 
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in  three  weeks,  by  the  use  of  internal  alterants, 
and  external  detergents. 

\  f  y 
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The  foregoing  cases  having  been  selected 
from  many  similar  ones,  to  shew  what  great 
length  of  time  the  venereal  disease  sometimes 
requires  to  manifest  itself  •  let  us  now  advert, 
to  others  diametrically  the  reverse  in  point  of 
time. 


CASE  VI. 

A  Merchant  in  the  city,  who  several 
years  ago  had  been  my  patient,  consulted  me 
in  January  last ;  he  complained1  of  an  irritation 
in  the  urethra,  and  some  heat  in  the  glans  periis, 
which  appeared  rather  inflamed  externally.  He 
informed  me,  that  his  last  connection  had  been 
only  on  the  preceding  evening,  at  about  eleven 
o’clock,  and  antecedent  to  that,  he  had  not 
committed  an  act  of  venery  for  more  than  five 
months,  during  which  time  his  health  had  been 
remarkably  good.  At  six  o’clock  that  morning, 
he  was  awakened  by  a  sharp  pain  in  the  yard, 

which 
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which  soon  abated,  but  did  not  entirely  go  off, 

4 

a  disagreeable  heat  and  irritation  still  remaining. 
From  the  symptoms  coming  on  so  early  as  with¬ 
in  seven  hours  after  the  embrace,  he  could  not 
believe  his  complaint  to  be  venereal,  but  sup¬ 
posed  that  it  arose  from  friction,  and  the  bad 
wine  he  had  that  night  drank ;  I  therefore  de¬ 
clined  to  prescribe  any  medicines,  but  advised 
that  he  should  live  after  his  usual  manner,  and 
think  no  more  of  the  disease,  till  it  might  be¬ 
come  more  worthy  of  his  attention  ;  which  hap¬ 
pened  two  nights  afterwards,  by  the  pain  he 

. 

experienced  from  a  chordee  ;  there  was  like¬ 
wise  a  yellow  running  from  the  urethra,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  heat  of  urine ;  his  doubts  by 
this  time  being  perfectly  removed,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  entered  upon  the  use  of  injection  and  pills, 
by  which  he  obtained  a  cure  in  less  than  three 
weeks. 


CASE  VII. 

A  Naval  officer  in  the  month  of  March, 
1778,  was  attacked  with  an  unusual  warmth  in 
the  urinary  passage,  in  less  than  six  hours  after 
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coition,  and  it  gradually  increased  for  three 
days,  when  a  copious  running  came  on,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  smarting  of  urine;  in  this  stage  of  the 
disease,  he  placed  himself  under  my  care,  in¬ 
forming  me  that  he  was  lately  returned  from  a 
long  voyage,  and  for  several  months  past  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  getting  the  infection,  he 
could  therefore  be  certain  as  to  the  date  of  his 
disorder,  having  been  entirely  free  from  vene¬ 
real  complaints  for  two  years  before.  In  effect¬ 
ing  this  gentleman’s  cure,  near  a  month  was, 
required,  by  reason  of  the  high  degree  of  scurvy 
with  which  he  was  at  that  time  infested. 


CASE  VIII. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
about  six  months  since,  paid  me  a  visit  on  the 
following  account ;  having  taken  a  night’s  lodg¬ 
ing  with  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance,  the  very 
next  morning  at  breakfast,  he  felt  some  uneasi¬ 
ness  in  the  urethra,  which  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours  increased,  and  at  the  end  of  five  days, 
terminated  in  the  symptoms  of  both  clap  and 
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pox,  viz.  a  discharge  of  virulent  matter  from 
the  urethra,  with  heat  of  urine,  &c.  and  three 
chancres  externally ;  two  on  the  prsDputium,  and 
one  on  the  glans  penis.  He  was  not  much  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  early  appearance  of  the  disease,  as 
with  him  it  generally  happened  so  ;  he  neglect¬ 
ed,  however,  to  use  medicine  of  any  kind,  till 
it  had  arrived  at  the  state  above-mentioned, 
when  he  became  my  patient  and  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  began  upon  a  course  of  alteratives 
and  detergents,  which  effected  his  cure  in  less 
than  a  month. 


To  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  as  well 
as  degrees  of  infection,  must  be  attributed  the 
different  periods  in  which  particular  diseases 
make  their  appearance.  This  circumstance  may 
depend,  on  the  disproportion  of  one  or  more  of 
the  ingredients  or  materials  which  compose  the 
human  body.  Some  men  are  naturally  so  irrit¬ 
able  and  inflammable  both  in  body  and  mind,  . 
as  instantly  to  take  fire  like  tinder  or  touchwood, 
from  the  smallest  spark ;  while  others  of  cold 
phlegmatic  habits,  are  (as  it  is  to  be  expected) 
quite  the  reverse , 

' , '  i( 
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C  A  S  E  IX. 

Four  years  since  a  gentleman  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton,  made  a  journey  to  town, 
to  consult  me  upon  what  he  called  a  weakness 
of  a  particular  kind,  as  it  was  accompanied  with 

great  inflammation;  I  immediately  suspected 
(  '  /  • 
what  the  case  was,  and,  upon  examination, 

found  it  to  be  a  most  virulent  clap,  with  an  in¬ 
cipient  phymosis;  he  complained  likewise  of  a 
chordee.  I  was  much  surprised  when  he  told 
me  that  his  apothecary  had  not  deemed  it  vene¬ 
real,  but  treated  it  as  arising  merely  from  relax¬ 
ation,  giving  large  doses  of  Peruvian  bark  and 
elixir  of  vitriol.  My  patient  said  that  the  only 
reasons  why  his  disorder  had  not  been  judged 
infectious,  was,  that  it  did  not  discover  itself 
till  more  than  six  weeks  after  coition ;  from 
which  circumstance  the  apothecary  had  declar¬ 
ed,  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  venereal.  By 
the  use  of  detersive  injections  and  alterative 
pills,  he  returned  home  in  perfect  health  at  the 
expiration  of  about  three  weeks. 

'  -  F2 
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CASE  X. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1778,  a  trades- 
man  in  Westminster  commenced  my  patient, 
in  consequence  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  which 
he  had  contracted  more  than  a  month  before  his 
application  to  me,  and  of  which  he  gave  me 
the  Following  account  ;  that  in  six  hours  after 
copulation,  he  perceived\an  unusual  sensation 
in  the  yard,  a  kind  of  trickling  or  itching  in  the 
urinary  canal,  which  for  upwards  of  three  weeks 
had  been  a  little  troublesome,  but  by  no  means 
painful,  until  the  twenty-sixth  day,  when  a  clear 
colourless  discharge  issued  from  the  urethra, 
which  now  began  to  be  much  inflamed,  and  felt 
very  sore  whenever  the  urine  passed  through 
it;  on  the  twenty-eighth  day,  the  running  was 
quite  yellow  and  rather  copious;  and  upon  the 
twenty-ninth  he  was  attacked  with  a  chordee, 
which  induced  him  to  be  under  my  care  the 
next  morning ;  he  said  he  certainly  should  have 
applied  sooner,  but  the  inconvenience  he  expe¬ 
rienced  previous  to  the  twenty-sixth  day  was  so 
trifling,  that  he  had  not  entertained  the  least 
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idea  of  his  complaint  being  venereal ;  it  was, 
however,  entirely  removed  in  fifteen  days,  by 
the  same  means  as  were  used  in  some  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cases. 


CASE  XI. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
sent  for  me  in  the  month  of  August,  1778.  I 
found  him  labouring  under  a  confirmed  pox,  of 
which  the  following  were  his  symptoms,  a  vio¬ 
lent  head-ach,  nocturnal  pains  in  the  shin  bones, 
with  nodes  thereon,  a  large  foul  ulcer  in  his 
throat,  upon  the  left  tonsil,  a  heat  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  an  obstruction  therein;  upon  my  re¬ 
questing  to  know  every  particular  relative  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  disease,  he  informed 
me,  that  it  was  contracted  about  ten  months  be¬ 
fore,  and  one  thing  appeared  very  strange  to 
him,  namely,  his  knowing  himself  to  be  infect¬ 
ed  in  less  than  twelve  hours  after  the  connection, 
from  a  very  troublesome  irritation  in  the  urinary 
passage,  which  seized  him  about  that  time,  and 

for 
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for  some  days  encreased,  notwithstanding  his 
immediate  application  to  a  surgeon,  who  order¬ 
ed  almond  emulsions,  with  nitre,  manna,  and 
salts;  and  to  dilute  freely  with  barley-water, 
in  which  gum  arable  had  been  dissolved,  partial 
warm  baths  and  venesection  were  not  omitted; 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  mercurial 
ointment  Was  used  very  liberally  for  at  least  a 
month,  with  brisk  purges  at  intervals.  The 
running,  he  said,  was  very  plentiful  for  the 
space  of  five  or  six  we^ks ;  he  then  took  balsa- 
mics  for  three  weeks,  and  was  thought  to  be 
cured ;  however,  in  about  seven  or  eight  weeks 
afterwards,  he  perceived  his  health  to  be  gra¬ 
dually  on  the  decline,  a  diminution  ot  appetite, 
strength  and  spirits,  and  sleep  interrupted  by 
wandering  pains  in  his  head  and  limbs :  nodes 
soon  after  formed  on  the  shins,  and  an  ulcer 
in  the  throat.  On  the  appearance  of  these 
symptoms,  another  surgeon  was  employed,  who 
administered  large  quantities  of  the  sublimate 
solution,  for  a  considerable  time,  when  finding 
that  the  disease  did  not’ give  way,  he  put  him¬ 
self  under  my  care,  and  was  perfectly  cured  in 
two  months,  by  the  alteratives  recommended  in 
the  17th  page,  and  a  few  bougies  to  remove  the 
urethral  obstructions. 


Be 
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Be  it  observed,  that  no  injection  had  been 
used  in  this  Gentleman’s  case  ;  to  which  circum¬ 
stance,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  attributed  the 
want  of  success,  for  had  a  proper  detergent  one 
been  applied  in  the  beginning,  the  venereal  mat¬ 
ter  would  not  have  been  absorbed,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  pox,  with  its  disagreeable  attend¬ 
ants,  been  thereby  prevented. 


CASE  XII. 

A  Gentleman  in  Westminster  eighteen 
months  since,  consulted  me  in  consequence  of 
a  boil  (as  he  termed  it)  seated  amongst  the  hair 
on  the  pubes,  very  near  the  penis.  This  ulcer 
had  resisted  every  application  his  surgeon  had 
made  to  it  for  three  or  four  weeks.  From  the  hard 
edges  and  other  appearances,  I  pronounced  it 
to  be  a  chancre  y  this  my  patient  did  not  at  that 
time  credit ;  however,  not  long  after,  he  altered 
his  opinion  upon  the  appearance  of  a  bubo  in 
the  left  groin,  which  in  a  few  days  became  very 
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painful,  when  he  paid  me  a  second  visit,  and 
requested  to  have  it  repelled  ;  that  was  perform* 
ed,  and  a  cure  effected  by  an  alterative  course 
in  about  thirty  days. 


CASE  XIII. 

In  the  month  of  [November,  1778,  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  in  the  county \of  Middlesex,  labouring 
under  a  confirmed  lues  venerea,  applied  to  me 
for  its  cure  ;  the  symptoms  at  that  time  were  a 
small  node  on  the  right  shin  bone,  an  ulcer  in 
the  nose,  nocturnal  pains,  and  a  copper  coloured 
eruption  overspreading  a  great  part  of  his  body. 
He  informed  me,  that,  till  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  he  had  never  experienced  a  single  symp¬ 
tom  of  the  venereal  disease,  and  that  his  present 
afflictions,  if  they  were  venereal,  must  arise 
from  a  clap  contracted  a  year  before,  which  de¬ 
noted  a  high  degree  of  malignity,  the  inflam¬ 
mation  being  very  considerable,  and  of  long 
duration,  attended  with  heat  of  urine,  chor- 
dee,  The  running  he  said  was  copious, 
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and  continued  upwards  of  five  weeks,  in  which 
time  he  had  been  purged  every  three  or  four 
days,  had  rubbed  in  a  large  quantity  of  mer¬ 
curial  ointment,  afterwards  taken  electuaries 
and  pills  in  abundance :  in  consequence  of  this 
process,  the  symptoms  had  disappeared,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  months,  his  cure  was  pro¬ 
nounced.  Some  few  months  after,  however, 
he  perceived  his  health  to  be  gradually  on  the 
decline,  without  being  able  to  assign  the  real 
cause,  not  having  the  least  suspicion  of  vene¬ 
real  matter ;  his  appetite  and  strength  daily 
decreased,  his  sleeps  were  short,  interrupted, 
and  afforded  little  or  no  refreshment,  and  at 
length  colliquative  sweats  ensued ;  thus  cir¬ 
cumstanced,  he  consulted  a  physician,  who, 
judging  his  case  to  be  a  consumption,  put  him 
under  a  course  of  ass’s  milk,  &c.  &c.  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  but  growing  every  day  worse 
and  worse,  he  was  ordered  a  change  of  air,  and 
removed  into  another  county.  Finding,  how¬ 
ever,  no  greater  relief  from  the  alteration  of  air, 
than  he  had  before  experienced  from  medicine, 
he  began  to  despair,  and  most  earnestly  wished 
for  his  dissolution.  Fortunately,  an  old  ac¬ 
quaintance  from  town  called  to  see  him,  and 
upon  hearing  some  of  his  symptoms,  strongly 
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urged  him  to  become  my  patient,  he  accord¬ 
ingly  did  so,  and  was  perfectly  cured  in  the 
space  of  three  months,  merely  by  the  use  of 
alteratives. 


CASE  XIV. 

A  Girl  on  the  town  applied  to  me  upon  the 
tenth  of  November,  1778,  and  said  she  sup¬ 
posed  it  would  be  necessary  for  her  to  undergo 
a  thorough  repair,  not  having  been  free  from 
infection  for  a  considerable  time  ;  her  symptoms  • 
then  were,  an  ulcer  in  the  throat,  a  foul  erup¬ 
tion  on  the  abdomen,  a  brace  of  small  buboes, 
and  a  great  discharge  of  acrid  matter  from  the 
pudendum.  As  she  was  extremely  anxious  to 
have  the  buboes  dispersed,  I  told  her  that  no 
time  should  be  lost,  and  consequently  advised 
the  immediate  use  of  medicine ;  she  replied, 
that  it  must  be  deferred  till  next  day,  as  her 
mistress  expected  much  company  that  evening, 
and  had  engaged  her  to  one  gentleman  in  parti¬ 
cular,  with  whom  she  was  to  sleep  that  night,  his 
name  having  been  entered  in  the  book  for  that 
purpose  some  days  since  ;  and  for  which  he  had 
paid  the  usual  retaining  fee. 
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I  was  not  surprised  at  this  account,  simi¬ 
lar  ones  having  occurred  before,  and  particu¬ 
larly  this  instance  :  A  friend  of  mine,  an  officer 
in  the  army,  made  application  to  a  Lady  Ab¬ 
bess,  to  know  on  what  night  a  particular  nymph 
would  be  disengaged ;  after  inspecting  her 
ledger,  she  informed  him  that  the  lady  was  dis¬ 
posed  of  for  twenty-two  nights,  and  if  he  pleas¬ 
ed,  she  would  take  down  his  name  for  the 
twenty-third,  upon  paying  the  usual  compliment. 
But  to  return  to  my  patient; — she  called  upon 
„  me  again  the  next  day,  and  without  any  further 
delay  entered  upon  a  course  of  alteratives,  by 
means  of  which  her  health  was  perfectly  re-esta¬ 
blished  in  less  than  seven  weeks..  She  was 
under  great  apprehensions,  lest  'the  buboes 
should  suppurate  and  occasion  scars,  but  was 
soon  made  easy  on  that  head,  as  they  dispersed 
very  kindly  in  a  few  days ;  the  other  symptoms 
gradually  disappeared,  and  in  little  more  than 
three  weeks  she  thought  herself  well,  it  was 
therefore  with  some  difficulty,  that  she  could  be 
persuaded  to  continue  the  medicines  a  short  time 

longer,  in  order  to  confirm  the  cure. 

\  , 


G  2 


CASE 


48 


CASE  XV.  ■ 

A  Mechanic  in  Westminster,  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  house  of  a  Nobleman,  became 
acquainted  with  the  Lady’s  woman,  and  after 
many  entreaties,  persuaded  her  to  grant  him  the 
last  favour ;  in  the  space  of  a  fortnight  however, 
he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
connection,  being  at  that  time  obliged  to  com* 
mence  my  patient,  on  account  of  a  large 
chancre  seated  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  scro¬ 
tum  ;  it  was  the  most  malign  that  ever  came  un¬ 
der  my  inspection,  being  in  size  equal  to  a  shil¬ 
ling,  and  had  the  appearance  of  an  eschar, 
produced  by  some  potential  cautery;  the  edges 
were  hard  and  thick,  and  the  scrotum  around  it 
much  inflamed.  The  urethra,  and  every  other 
part  of  the  penis  had  entirely  escaped  the  infec¬ 
tion  ;  from  which  circumstance  he  did  not  sus¬ 
pect  the  nature  of  his  complaint,  till  the  inguinal 
glands  enlarged  and  became  painful.  Proper 
externals  and  a  course  of  anti-venereals,  effects 
ed  a  cure  In  thirty-two  days. 
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CASE  XVI. 

About  two  years  ago,  a  lady  applied  to 
me  in  consequence  of  a  sore  throat,  which  had 
for  some  weeks  been  extremely  troublesome, 
notwithstanding  the  variety  of  gargarisms,  &c. 
that  had  been  used  in  expectation  of  its  re-* 
moval.  Upon  inspecting  her  throat.  I  pro¬ 
nounced  the  ulceration  there  to  be  venereal, 
and  was  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  when  she 
informed  me,  that  her  rest  of  late  had  been 
greatly  disturbed  by  nocturnal  head-achs  ;  she 
however  was  at  the  same  time  entirely  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  these  symptoms,  the  pudendum 
having  never  been  diseased.  The  infection,  I 
said,  had  in  this  case  most  probably  been  con¬ 
veyed  by  the  tongue,  and  therefore  I  desired 
to  know  whether  she  had  kissed  columbatim 
to  which  she  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
jocosely  observed,  that  such  consequences  might 
be  added  to  the  many  other  cogent  reasons  for 
keeping  that  member  within  its  proper  limits. 
She  then  entered  upon  a  course  of  alterants,  and 
was  cured  in  about  five  weeks. 
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The  infection  may  be  communicated  like¬ 
wise  by  contaminated  semen,  without  injuring 
the  pudendum  in  its  passage  to  the  uterus, 
from  whence  its  poisonous  particles  may  be  ab¬ 
sorbed,  and  by  means  of  the  lymphatics  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  blood,  and  thereby  to  every  part 
of  the  body. 


CASE  XVII. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon¬ 
don,  about  five  years  since,  consulted  me  upon 
the  ill-state  of  health  which  himself  and  lady 
at  that  time  laboured  under.  He  informed  me 
of  his  having  led  a  very  irregular  life  for  some 
years  previous  to  matrimony,  that  he  had  been 
frequently  diseased,  and  recollected  having  had 
chancres  a  few  weeks  before  his  marriage, 
which  being  removed  by  mercurial  ointment  and 
cathartics,  at  length  he  was  supposed  to  be 
cured,  and  soon  after  entered  into  the  holy 
state  :  in  about  five  months  his  wife  was  thought 
to  be  pregnant  from  the  suppression  of  the  men¬ 
strual 
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strual  evacuation,  and  the  family  felicitated 
themselves  thereupon;  but  the  other  concomi¬ 
tant  symptoms  not  attending  in  proper  time, 
the  parties  were  greatly  disappointed,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  so,  to  find  that  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
lady’s  health  as  well  as  that  of  her  husband,  was 
evidently  on  the  decline.  A  slow  fever,  want 
of  appetite,  strength  and  spirits,  soon  after  suc¬ 
ceeded,  together  with  that  of  sleep  in  the  night, 
being  generally  drowsey  in  the  day  time.  Me¬ 
dicines  of  various  kinds  had  been  administered 
without  producing  the  desired  effect ;  the  gen¬ 
tleman  had  an  eruption  upon  his  breast  and 
other  parts  of  the  body,  which  was  encouraged 
by  the  faculty,  in  expectation  of  its  being  cri¬ 
tical  :  they  were,  however,  greatly  mistaken, 
as  none  of  the  other  symptoms  disappeared  in 
consequence  of  it.  The  lady  still  continued  in 
a  very  languid  state,  notwithstanding  the  num¬ 
ber  and  variety  of  medical  prescriptions.  In 
this  unhappy  situation  they  remained  some 
weeks,  when  an  old  bottle  companion  paid  the 
gentleman  a  visit,  and  observing  some  of  the 
eruption  on  his  forehead,  said,  “  I’ll  be  d-m— d 
if  you  have  not  got  a  corona  veneris,  your  case 
has  been  most  egregiously  mistaken ;  pray  loose 
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ho  more  time,  and  give  me  leave  to  send  my 
surgeon  to  you he  acquiesced,  and  I  waited 
upon  him  the  next  morning,  when  I  found  that  » 
his  disease  was  most  evidently  venereal  from 
many  other  symptoms,  as  well  as  the  eruptidfl, 
which  was  of  the  true  copper  colour. 

Upon  examining  fhe  lady,  her  skin  jn 
some  places  appeared  rather  discoloured,  (as 
if  nature  was  labouring  to  throw  off  part  of  the 
noxious  humour  that  way,  but  wanted  strength 
to  effect  it)  and  she  had  likewise  every  symptom 
of  a  pocky  hectick.  The  disease  had  been 
communicated  to  her  entirely  by  the  contami¬ 
nated  semen  of  the  man,  without  its  having 
done  the  least  injury  to  the  vagina,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  pudendum. — After  having  made  the 
necessary  enquiries,  I  recommended  a  course  of 
alteratives  to  both  man  and  wife,  bv  the  use  of 
which,  in  less  than  two  months  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  cured,  as  it  appears  at  this  time  by  the 
healthiness  of  their  offspring.  The  lady  be¬ 
came  pregnant  about  two  months  after  leaving 
off  the  medicines,  and  has  borne  several  children 
since. 
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Had  this  gentleman  adopted  the  salutary- 
plan  pursued  by  some  of  our  modern  debau- 
chees,  prior  to  entering  into  the  connubial  state5 
all  the  foregoing  disagreeables  would  have  been 
prevented.  This  prudent  plan  or  measure,  is 
nothing  more  than  going  through  a  short  course 
of  alteratives ;  which  in  many  instances  must 
be  highly  necessary,  particularly  after  a  series 
of  irregularities,  and  a  variety  of  infections, 
which  through  neglect  or  improper  treatment, 
may  be  productive  of  great  mischief  in  future. 

The  inefficacy  of  a  first  or  second  saliva¬ 
tion  occurring  so  very  frequently,  I  do  not  think 

those  cases  worthy  of  insertion  here,  I  shall 

* 

therefore  immediately  proceed  to  the  relation  of 
such  as  have  withstood  three,  four,  or  five  repe¬ 
titions  of  that  foul  process. 


H 
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CASE  XVIII. 

In  the  year  1775,  a  Gentleman  in  the  city 
of  London  put  himself  under, my  care,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  confirmed  pox,  with  which  he  had 
been  infected  some  years,  notwithstanding  three 
salivations,  and  long  courses  ot  the  solution  of 
corrosive  sublimate  and  sarsaparilla  decoctions. 

- — He  gave  the  following  particulars  of  his  case ; 
that  he  contracted  the  infection  in  the  year 
1769,  which  at  that  time  manifested  itself  in  a 
clap  and  chancres ;  his  surgeon  administered 
medicines  for  eight  or  nine  weeks,  and  then 
dismissed  him  as  cured.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  months  a  foul  eruption  overspread  his  body, 
and  ulcers  formed  in  the  throat  ^  he  again  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  surgeon,  who  advised  salivation, 
and  soon  after  put  him  in  a  course  of  spitting 
for  some  weeks,  and  then  pronounced  his  cure 
to  be  radical.  In  less  than  six  months  the  dis¬ 
ease  re-appeared,  but  with  much  greater  ma¬ 
lignity  than  before ;  the  ulcer  in  the  throat 
broke  out  afresh,  with  the  addition  of  two  in 
the  nose,  which  soon  swelled  to  such  a  degree, 
as  to  obstruct  in  some  measure,  the  sight  of  the 

left 
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left  eye,  and  he  was  deprived  of  rest  by  noc¬ 
turnal  pains.  Thus  circumstanced,  he  employ¬ 
ed  another  surgeon,  who  also  salivated  him ; 
the  spitting  he  said  was  continued  above  three 
weeks  longer  than  in  the  preceding  salivation, 
after  which  he  was  assured  by  his  medical 
friend,  that  the  disease  was  perfectly  removed. 
Business  some  montirs  afterwards  required  his 
taking  a  journey  into  the  North,  where  he  was 
alarmed  with  the  return  of  some  of  his  former 
symptoms,  nocturnal  pains,  &: c.  During  his 
residence  in  the  country,  he  took  a  great  deal 
of  mercury  in  various  forms  and  preparations 
for  several  weeks;  which  proving  to  be  merely 
palliative,  he  returned  to  town  and  consulted 
another  surgeon,  who  recommended  a  third  sa¬ 
livation  ;  this  he  did  not  very  readily  agree  to, 
having  experienced  its  inefficacy  twice  before. 
However,  being  informed  that  it  was  the  der¬ 
nier  resource,  and  at  the  same  time  entertain¬ 
ing  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  abilities  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  his  surgeon,  he  at  length  consented 
to  be  salivated  a  third  time ;  when  a  copious 
spitting  was  continued  for  a  considerable  time, 
as  long  as  it  could  with  any  degree  of  either 
safety  or  propriety  be  pursued. 

S  .  •  I 
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He  was  likewise  attended  by  a  physician, 
who,  with  the  surgeon,  declared  that  the  dis¬ 
ease  was  entirely  vanquished,  and  that  nothing 

* 

more  was  necessary  than  pure  air  and  nutritious 
diet  to  recruit  his  strength,  and  finally  complete 
the  cure.  Indeed  they  were,  he  said,  quite 
positive  as  to  the  success  of  this  last  salivation, 
the  symptoms  having  given  way  so  readily,  and 
the  process  in  every  respect  been  so  satisfac¬ 
torily  conducted  throughout.  The  patient  ac¬ 
quiesced  in  the  prognostic,  and  without  further  . 
delay  removed  into  the  country  for  the  benefit 
of  air,  &c.  This  pleasing  delusion  lasted  not 
many  months,  for  he  had  the  mortification  to 
perceive  that  some  of  the  symptoms  of  his  old 
disorder  were  gradually  coming  forward  again ; 
he  therefore  consulted  his  physician  once  more, 

by  whose  direction  he  took  sublimate  solution 
0  s 

and  sarsaparilla  for  some  months  ;  these  medi¬ 
cines  afforded  him  only  a  temporary  relief,  and 
were  not  attended  with  better  success  than  the 
three  salivations  which  had  preceded  them,  as 
evidently  appeared  not  many  months  after  by  a 
return  of  the  disease.  His  patience  as  well  as 
constitution  was  by  this  time  nearly  exhausted  ; 
insomuch  that  he  frequently  declared,  no  one 
ghould  ever  persuade  him  to  make  any  further 

trial 
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trial  of  medicine,  it  having  so  repeatedly  proved 
fallacious.  The  d  isease,  however,  becoming 
almost  insupportable,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
make  one  effort  more  for  its  removal ;  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  he  became  my  patient  at  the 
time  above  mentioned,  when  he  had  several 
foul  ulcers  on  the  back,  two  in  his  nose,  one  on 
the  cheek,  and  another  behind  the  ri°ht  ear: 
his  head  was  almost  covered  with  scabs,  as  was 
likewise  the  scrotum;  from  all  these  issued  such 
nauseous  effluvia,  that  his  nearest  relations  and 
friends  could  not  remain  in  the  same  room  with 
him  long  at  a  time.  Pains  in  his  head  and  limbs 
'  prevented  him  from  sleeping,  except  towards 
morning  or  in  the  day.  His  appetite,  strength, 
and  spirits  were  so  much  reduced,  that  he  de¬ 
spaired  of  relief  from  any  thing  but  a  total  dis¬ 
solution.  After  having  attentively  given  ear  to 
this  melancholy  detail  of  repeated  disappoint¬ 
ments,  and  examined  the  ulcers,  &c.  and  made 
the  proper  enquiries  relative  to  his  formerhabit 
of  body,  or  natural  temperament  previous  to  the 
disease,  I  declared,  as  my  opinion,  that  he  might 
be  cured  by  alteratives,  if  of  the  most  power¬ 
ful  kind,  and  regularity  persevered  in  for  some 
weeks.  He  assented,  though  not  before  first 
observing,  that  by  this  time  he  had  entirely  lost 
. ,  all 
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all  faith  in  medicine.  I  prepared  for  him  strong 
decoctions  of  the  woods,  and  likewise  altera¬ 
tive  pills,  and  desired  him  to  take  them  in. such 
doses,  and  as  repeatedly  as  the  strength  of  his 
stomach  would  admit  of  Relying  solely  on 
the  effects  of  internals,  r  applied  no  other  dres¬ 
sing  to  the  ulcers  than  dry  lint  throughout  the 
whole  time.  I  recommended  diet  of  the  most 
nutritious  kind,  and  that  it  should  be  taken  in 
srpall  quantities,  frequently  repeated,  by  reason 
of  the  very  weak  state  to  which  the  disease  and 
reiterated  salivation's  had  reduced  him.  In  lit¬ 
tle  better  than  a  week,  the  nocturnal  pains 
entirely  left  him,  the  scabs  soon  after  fell  off,  and 
the  ulcers  were  in  good  condition ;  his  appetite 
and  spirits  daily  increased,  insomuch  that  he 
thought  himself  well  in  less  than  a  month,  the 
ulcers  being  all  healed,  and  every  symptom  of 
the  disease  having  by  that  time  disappeared.— 
Notwithstanding  which,  I  judged  it  necessary 
to  continue  the  medicines  a  month  longer,  to 
prevent  a  relapse.  My  patient  had  no  objection 
to  persevere  in  the  use  of  them  for  any  length 
of  time,  having  already  experienced  such  salu¬ 
tary  effects ;  which,  with  great  pleasure,  he 
contrasted  to  those  of  the  methods  he  had  for¬ 
merly  pursued ;  instead  of  being  confined  to  his 
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chamber,  and  undergoing  one  of  the  greatest 
punishments  (as  he  expressed  it)  in  the  power 
of  the  faculty  to  inflict,  namely,  that  nauseous 
process  a  salivation,  he  had  enjoyed  moderate 
exercise  in  the  open  air  £very  day  the  whole 
time  he  was  under  cure,  and  experienced  an 
increase  of  appetite,  strength  and  spirits  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  time  of  using  the  medicines;  and 
as  a  proof  of  their  not  being  unpleasant,  he 
constantly  drank  the  apozem  at  meals,  and 
other  times  when  thirsty.  Thus  was  he  radi¬ 
cally  cured  in  the  space  of  two  months,  having 
never  experienced  any  return  of  the  complaint, 
as  he  not  long  since  informed  me. 


CASE  XIX.  ' 

/  -  .  i 

Three  years  since,  a  Merchant  in  West¬ 
minster  employed  me  to  extricate  him  from 
the  following  disagreeables;  nodes  on  the 
shins,  an  ulcer  in  the  throat,  nocturnal  pains, 
and  a  scabby  eruption  on  his  body,  which 
from  its  stench  was  extremely  offensive.  He 

was 
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was  much  emaciated,  and  had  little  or  no 
appetite.  I  desired  to  be  informed  of  par¬ 
ticulars,  the  date  of  the  disease,  in  what  man¬ 
ner  it  first  appeared,  and  what  method  had 
been  used  for  its  removal.  To  which  he  re¬ 
plied,  that  in  the  year  1772,  he  caught  the 
infection,  which  made  its  first  appearance  in 
a  bubo  on  the  right  groin,  and  was  not  pre¬ 
ceded  by  either  chancre  or  clap,  nor  had  he 
ever  been  infected  before.  The  tumour  in¬ 
creased  very  fast,  and  was  extremely  pain¬ 
ful,  his  surgeon  encouraged  suppuration,  and 
when  that  was  complete,  opened  it  by  caus¬ 
tic.  The  discharge  continued  upwards  of  three 
months,  during  which  time  he  rubbed  in  large 
quantities  of  mercurial  ointment,  and  was  purg¬ 
ed  at  intervals  to  prevent  a  sere  mouth ;  and 
at  the  end  of  about  fourteen  weeks  his  cure 
was  pronounced.  In  a  few  months  however, 
the  disease  returned ;  ulcers  having  formed  in 
the  throat,  accompanied  with  nocturnal  pains 
in  his  head  and  limbs,  for  which  he  underwent 
a  salivation,  and  was  again  supposed  to  have 
received  a  cure;  but  in  less  than  six  months 
he  was  obliged  to  apply  once  more  to  his 
surgeon,  the  disease  having  re-appeared  with 

the 
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the  addition  of  a  node  on  the  .left  shin-bone ; 
he  was  salivated  a  second  time,  and  was  said 
to  be  perfectly  cured.  After  some  months 
the  disease  agam  appeared,  when  he  em¬ 
ployed  another  surgeon  who  persuaded  him 
to  make  trial  of  salivation  for  the  third  time, 

V  / 

which  affording  only  a  temporary  relief,  he 
consulted  a  physician,  by  whose  direction  he 
took  medicines  for  several  months,  until  the 
disease  was  thought  to  he  removed;  beinu;  re- 
duced  by  this  process  to  a  very  languid  state, 
country  air  and  ass's  milk  was  recommended, 
but  they  had  not  the  desired  effect  ;  for  soon 

*  t  t  • 

after  the  discontinuance  of  anti-venereals,  he 
gradually  relapsed  into  his  former  situation. 
His  medical  triends  being  again  consulted, 
they  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  a  fourth 
salivation,  as  the  only  probable  means  of  sue- 
ceeding  ;  by  this  time  he  entertained  no  very 
high  opinion  of  salivation,  but  being  almost 
worn  out  with  pain  and  disappointment,  he 
agreed  to  it  with  this  proviso,  that  it  should  be 
carried  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  terminate  in  the 
perfect  re-establishment  of  his  health,  or  in.  the 
grand  cure  of  all  mortal  complaints.  To  hu¬ 
mour  him  they  acquiesced  in  the  .proposal,  and 
he  was  salivated  for  the  fourth  time ;  the  spit- 
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ting  they  assured  him  was  continued  as  long, 
and  to  as  a  great  a  degree  as  his  strength  possi¬ 
bly  could  admit  of :  and  every  circumstance 
considered,  they  had  not  the  least  reason  to 
doubt  but  a  radical  cure  would  be  the  conse¬ 
quence.  This  desirable  prediction  however, 

'  was  by  no  means  verified,  as  evidently  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  the  disease 
returning  with  seemingly  accumulated  viru¬ 
lence,  which  he  observed  to  be  the  case  after 
each  of  the  preceding  salivations.  Having 
finished  the  narrative,  he  desired  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  whether  I  could  render  him  any  service, 
Which  he  was  induced  to  believe  might  hap¬ 
pen,  from  some  account  he  had  lately  heard 
of  my  having  effected  cures  after  the  failure 
of  repeated  salivations.  I  told  him  that  I  had 
been  successful  in  that  line,  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  obstinacy  of  his  disease,  I  entertained 
some  hopes  of  relieving  him.  After  some  fur¬ 
ther  conversation,  he  desired  me  to  administer 
what  I  thought  proper,  and  that  he  would 
strictly  observe  my  directions  in  every  respect. 
Accordingly,  I  recommended  a  course  of  al¬ 
teratives  ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  nu¬ 
tritious  diet,  with  moderate  exercise  in  the 
open  air,  to  be  frequently  repeated,  proportion- 

ably 
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ably  to  his  increase  of  strength.  Within  the  > 
first  fortnight  I  sent  him  three  times  to  a  bagnio, 
in  order  both  to  cleanse  the  skin  and  promote 
perspiration.  By  these  means  he  obtained  a 
perfect  cure  in  the  space  of  ten  weeks,  and  has 
remained  healthy  ever  since. 


CAS  e  xx. 

•  *.  -  z  , 

A  Gentleman  in  the  countv- of  Corn- 

j 

wall,  four  years  ago,  put  himself  under  my 
care;  his  case  was  a  confirmed  pox,  under 
which  he  had  laboured  near  eight  years,  the 
symptoms  at  times  having  been  palliated  by  five 
salivations,  and  a  variety  of  medicines.  Upon 
my  requesting  to  be  informed  of  every  particu¬ 
lar  relative  to  his  complaint,  he  told  me.  that 
.being  a  man  of  very  few  words,  he  never  dealt 
in  long  narrations,  of  which  this  case  would 
prove  one  if  given  in  detail ;  he  should  there¬ 
fore  mention  a  few  of  the  most  material  cir- 

1 2  cum- 
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cumstances,  and  wrap  them  up  in  a  very  small 
compass,  lie  said,  a  That  about  eight  years 
before*  he  contracted  a  small  chancre  on  the  penis 
near  the  menuoi,  which  his  surgeon  healed  in 
a  few  clays  by  the  use- of'  mercurials  both  exter¬ 
nally  and  internally.  A  short  time  after  a 


bubo  formed  in  the  groin  ;/  it  suppurated,  was 
opened  by  caustic,  and,  after  discharging  some 
weeks,  healed;  he  took  medicines  six  or  eight 
weeks,  and  was  said  to  be  cured.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  months  he  was  visited  bv  an 
ulcer  in  the  throat;  nodes,  and  nocturnal  pains* 
In  fine,  the  .inveteracy  of  hi's  disease  was  such, 


U  5  L 


to 


that,  from  the  time  above-mentioned 
in  which  he  was  speaking,  bt  had  withstood 
five  salivations,  and  great  quantities  of  .‘differ¬ 
ent  medicines  administered  between  each  of 


them;  «rhd  (as  he  expressed  it)  had  he  not  had 
the  constitution  of  a  horse,  the  disease,  or  the 
methods  use$  for  its  removal,  must  in  that 
length  of  time  have  destroyed  him*  but  thanks 
to  heaven,  his  stamina  were  naturally  of  the 
strongest  kind.  He  was  now  quite  emaci¬ 
ated  and  worn  down  with  nocturnal  pains  in 
bis  head,  limbs,  &e.  There  were  three  nodes 
on  his  ribs,  and  a  large  ulcer  on  the  head,  from 
whence  several  pieces  of  bone  had  exfoliated, 

.  '  ,  and 
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and  many  more  were  so  loose  as  to  require  ex¬ 
traction  soon  after  he  became  my  patient;  this 
opening'  had  been  made  by  ca  is  tic  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  a  large  collection  of 
matter.'’  These  were  his  symptoms  at  the  lime 
he  made  application  to  me ;  and  r.otwithstand- 

i  i  J 

ing  the  measures  hitherto  adopted  had  succeed¬ 


ed  no  better  than  as  mere  palliatives,  I  despair¬ 
ed  not  of  removing  the  disease  ;  having  so  fre- 
queroly  experienced  t'.c  powerful  effects  of 
alterants  in  the  mod  confirmed  cases,  where 


many  repeated  salivations  had  proved  abor- 
live,  T his  gentleman  acquired  a  radical  cure 

*  V  '  \ 

in  three  months  by-  the  use  of  alteratives; 
had  the  exfoliations  been  completed  sooner, 
should  not  have  given  him  the  medicines  so 
long. 


CASE  XXI.  ‘ 

%  •  I 

t  ,  ' 

In  the  year  1777,  a  Gentleman  from  the 
county  of  York,  came  up  to  town  to  be  under 
my  care.  He  had  been  afflicted  with  a  vene- 

;  real 
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real  complaint  almost  ever  since  his  birth,  by 
means  of  an  infected  nurse,  whose  foul  milk 
so  gradually  affected  him,  that  some  weeks 
elapsed  before  his  parents  were  able  to  account 
for  his  declining  state  of  health  ;  happily  how¬ 
ever,  the  cause  was  discovered,  and  a  check 
put  to  the  rapid  progress  of  the  '  disease,  by 
means  of  anti-venereals.  The  growth  however, 
of  the  child  was  much  impeded,  as  the  medi¬ 
cines  though  continued  a  long  time  had  only 
palliated  the  symptoms,  and  saved  the  life  of 
the  patient.  When  he  consulted  me,  his  age 
did  not  exceed  twenty  years,  he  carried  but 
little  flesh,  and  was  low  in  stature*  although 
his  parents  were  the  reverse.  Foul  eruptions 
frequently  infested  many  parts  of  his  body,  and 
sometimes  afforded  a  temporary  relief  from  the 
aches  and  pains  which  he  generally  at  other 
times  experienced.  His  eyes  were  extremely 
weak,  and  often  so  much  affected  by  this  acrid 
humour,  as  to  be  threatened  with  a  loss  of 
sight.  The  infection  having  been  thus  deeply 
rooted  in  the  constitution,  and  in  a  manner  in¬ 
terwoven  with  it  from  his  infancy,  I  entertained 
vqry  slender  hopes  of  totally  eradicating  it; 
this  opinion  I  communicated  to  my  patient, 
who,  nevertheless,  entered  very  cheerfully  upon 
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a  course  of  my  medicines,  which  some  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  had  frequently  given  him  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  account  oh  In  the  space  of  three  weeks 
he  acquired  a  good  appetite ;  the  cutaneous 
eruption  gradually  gave  way,  as  did  likewise 
the  pain  in  his  limbs,  &c.  he  daily  improved 
in  strength  and  spirits,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  appeared  to  be  in  high  health,  and  was 
grown  fat.  By  my  advice  he  continued  the  me- 
dicin  es  three  months  longer,  and  was  then  per¬ 
fectly  cured. 

Let  this,  amongst  many  other  similar  in¬ 
stances,  serve  as  a  caution  to  parents  how  they 
entrust  their  infant  offspring  to  mercenaries. 
Other  acrid  humours  may  often  be  derived  from 
the  same  unhappy  source. 

•  ,  #  .  ,  y  / 
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CASE  XXII. 

A  Tradesman  in  Westminster,  about 
two  years  and  a  half  since,  became  my  patient, 
together  with  his  wife  and  child,  who,  at  that 

time. 
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time,  were  all  infected  with  the  venereal  dis¬ 
ease  ;  the  man  had  a  capper-coloured  eruption 
on  his  body,  and  an  ulcer  in  the  throat ;  the 
woman  a  bubo  in  the  right  groin,  and  nocturnal 
pains;  and  the  child  a  venereal  eruption  which 
overspread  the  greatest  part  of  its  body.  This 
complicated  scene  of  distress  took  its  rise  from 
the  husband,  who  informed  me,  that  nine  or  ten 
months  before,  he  had  made  an  imprudent  con¬ 
nexion,  twelve  days  after  which,  a  small  ulce¬ 
ration  (a  common  excoriation  he  supposed  it  to 
be,  though  in  reality  a  chancre* *)  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  glans  penis,  near  the  fracnum ; 
not  suspecting  it  to  be  venereal,  he  applied  a 
piece  of  dry  lint  or  cotton,  which  healed  it  in 
a  few  days.  On  examining  the  part,  I  found 
that  notwithstanding  it  had  skinned  over  so 
readily,  yet  there  remained  a  small  collosity, 
from  which  all  this  mischief  had  originated* 
In  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  had  reason  to 
suspect  himself  to  be  infected,  and  a  short  time 
after  the  mortification  to  find  that  he  had  com¬ 
municated  the  disease  to  his  wife,  from  whose 
milk  it  was  conveyed  to  the  child  also.  An  en- 


*  Bjr  the  patient’s  account,  not  much  larger  than  a 

•  pin’s  head. 
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largement  of  the  inguinal  gland  was  the  first 
venereal  symptom  that  attacked  the  woman, 
none  of  the  neighbouring  parts  having  been  at  all 
affected  ;  we  may  therefore  conclude,  that  she 
received  the  infection  from  the  contaminated 
semen  of  the  man.  The  family  surgeon  and 
apothecary  having  for  some  time  administered 
medicines  without  the  desired  effect,  I  was 
thereupon  called  in,  and  found  the  parties  in 
the  situation  as  above  described.  The  child 
at  this  time  was  not  more  than  twelve  months 
old,  consequently  very  little  success  could  be 
expected  from  the  application  of  medicine  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  infant  itself,  for,  let  the  prepa¬ 
ration  be  ever  so  palatable  to  the  taste,  or  gentle 
in  its  effects,  a  sufficient  quantity  would  not  be 
taken  to  eradicate  a  disease  of  this  kind.  'I  here* 
fore,  I  desired  the  mother  to  continue  suckling 
her  child,  that  the  remedy  might  be  conveyed 
to  it  through  the  same  channel  that  had  com¬ 
municated  the  disease;  for  this  purpose,  I  im¬ 
mediately  put  her  under  a  course  of  alteratives, 
of  which  we  could  only  take  small  doses  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  infant,  whefeby  the  cure  was  pro¬ 
tracted  to  near  four  months,  at  which  period  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  both  mother  and 
child  perfectly  freed  from  this  loathsome  dis- 

K  ease* 


70 


ease.  The  man’s  health  was  re-established  in 
half  the  time  that  had  been  requisite  for  the 
cure  of  his  wife  and  child,  by  reason  of  his 
taking  the  medicines  in  their  full  doses. 

I  could  mention  *  several  cases  similar  to 
the  foregoing  ones,  was  I  not  of  opinion,  that 
they  will  elucidate  the  subject  as  well  as  ten 
times  the  number. 

N.B.  In  the  treatment  of  chancres,  their  ‘ 
callosity  should  be  removed  as  expeditiously  as 
possible,  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  absorption 
which  will  otherwise  ensue. 

Excoriations  on  the  glans  penis  and 
praeputium  of  men,  and  on  the  labia  pudendi, 
vagina,  &c.  of  women,  have  very  frequently 
been  treated  in  the  most  erroneous  manner  ; 
some  that  were  truly  venereal,  have  been  totally 
neglected,  whilst  others  that  arose  from  very 
different  causes,  have  been  so  carefully  attended 
to,  as  almost  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  patient ; 
by  the  application  of  strong  mercurials,  drastic 
purges,  &c.  Nor  are  instances  wanting  of  per¬ 
sons  being  salivated  on  the  like  occasion. 
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PROPHYLACTICS. 

W  ,  ' ,  ..  \ 

Having  treated  hitherto  on  curatives  only, 
let  us  now  bestow  a  few  thoughts  upon  preven¬ 
tives.  The  doctrine  of  prevention,  although  it 
may  not  be  coeval  with  the  disease,  is  never¬ 
theless  of  considerable  antiquity  :  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  so  desirable  a  purpose,  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  methods  have  been  proposed  ;  many  of 
them  are  to  the  highest  degree  absurd,  and  a  _ 
few  only  that  bear  even  the  semblance  of  pro¬ 
bability,  particularly  amongst  those  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  ancients. 

During  mv  attendance  at  the  lectures  of 
- 

medical  professors  several  years  since,  I  have 
frequently  been  much  entertained  at  the  inge¬ 
nuity  with  which  this  subject  has  been  handled. 
One  of  these  gentlemen  has  strongly  contended* 
that  a  mucilaginous  or  oleaginous  application 
is  the  only  topical  one  that  can  be  depended 
upon;  and,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  expa¬ 
tiated  on  the  power  of  emollient  and  unctuous 
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remedies  in  correcting  or  counteracting  the 
most  acrid  and  corrosive  substances,  by  blunt¬ 
ing  their  spicula,  and  sheating  the  acute  an¬ 
gles,  &c.  thereof.  Another  professor,  perhaps 
equally  learned,  and  probably  not  inferior  to 
the  former  in  experience,  insists,  that  a  strong 
alkali  is  the  only  thing  which  can  effect  this 
grand  desideratum,  and  for  this  reason,  that  in 
order  to  expel  the  venereal  virus  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  nothing  will  be  so  likely  to  answer 
that  purpose,  as  a  medicine  of  this  kind,  which 
immediately  stimulates  the  glands  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  produce  a  very  copious  secre¬ 
tion  of  their  fluids,  and  thereby  dislodge  the 
enemy  without  either  impediment  or  de¬ 
lay.  With  equal  plausibility,  acrids  have 
been  recommended  by  some*  and  spirits  by 
others;  not  considering  that  the  pain,  & c. 
arising  therefrom,  would  frequently  injure 
as  much,  and  perhaps  sometimes  more,  than 
the  disease  which  they  were  intended  to  guard 
against. 

Very  numerous  have  been  the  advocates 
for  mercurial  preparations,  whilst  several  have 
given  the  preference  to  those  of  lead.  Every 
man  of  experience,  however,  must  acknow¬ 
ledge 
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ledge  that  theories  in  general  (how  specious 
soever  they  may  appear)  are,  the' major  part  of 
them,  extremely  defective,  when  put  to  the 
test.  1  have  myself  seen  a  number  of  vari¬ 
ous  experiments  made  on  the  present  subject ; 
indeed  (he  line  of  practice  in  which  for  many 
years  I  have  been  materially  engaged,  has  en¬ 
abled  me  to  prosecute  an  enquiry  of  this  kind 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  most  men;  and  after 
all,  I  am  persuaded  that  very  gentle  stimulants^ 
will  answer  the  purpose  more  effectually  than 
applications  of  any  other  sort;  1  am  led  to  be 
of  such  an  opinion  from  the  very  great  success 
that  has  attended  this  mode  of  preservation  for 
several  years  past;  those  of  my  patients  who 
have  made  the  proper  and  timely  use  of  a  com¬ 
position  of  this  kind,  have  not  been  infected, 
I  believe,  once  in  fifty  times  upon  an  average ; 
which  considering  all  circumstances,  is  as  much 
as  can  reasonably  be  expected.  Were  I  to 
assert  that  any  medicine  or  preparation  is  in¬ 
fallible,  I  should  pay  no  great  compliment 
tot  he  understanding  of  my  readers,  by  advanc¬ 
ing  so  palpable  a  falsehood ;  suffice  it  to  ob- 


•  A  week  solution  of  metallic  salts. 
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serve,  that  some  of  roy  friends  entertain  the 
highest  opinion  of  this  composition,  from  the  great 
and  repeated  risks  they  have  ran  for  many  months 
successively,  without  receiving  the  least  injury  $ 
notwithstanding  their  sometimes  copulating 
with  such  as  they  knew  to  be  infected  at  the 
time  of  action. 

To  guard  against  the  infection,  some  prac¬ 
titioners  have  thought  it  sufficient  to  advise  the 
application  of  unctuous  or  other  substances  to 
the  glans  penis,  in  order  to  obstruct  or  close 
up  the  absorbent  vessels  or  pores  thereof,  being 
of  opinion,  that  the  enemy  always  gets  admis¬ 
sion  that  way  :  in  opposition  to  such  doctrine, 

be  it  remembered,  that  chancres  frequently  fix 

* 

upon  other  parts  of  the  penis,  and  sometimes 
attack  the  scrotum  and  its  vicinities,  from  which 
buboes  have  ensued,  as  appears  in  some  of  the 
foregoing  cases. 
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GLEETS. 

r  ’  f  \  ' 

,  '  *  v 

Of  gleets  issuing  from  the  urethra,  there 
are  two  species  upon  which  1  propose  making 
some  observations ;  namely,  the  venereal  gleet, 
and  the  seminal  one.  The  former  is  the  dis¬ 
charge  which  succeeds  a  clap  ;  in  other  words, 
the  running  that  continues  after  the  removal  of 
infection  ;  this  disease  arises  from  the  urethral 
ulcerations  not  having  been  healed  in  proper 

time,  which  may  be  occasioned  by  various 

*  ' 

means;  for  instance,  by  too  frequent  repetition 
of  strong  cathartics;  by  unctuous  applications 
long  continued ;  by  acrimonious  humours ;  in 
fine,  by  any  thing  that  relaxes  to  too  great  a 
degree,  or  for  too  long  a  continuance. 

The  cure  is  often  protracted  by  the  irregu¬ 
larity  of  the  patient,  who  sometimes  is  kind 
enough  to  impute  it  to  the  mismanagement  of 
his  surgeon ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  so 
happen,  as  to  be  really  the  case. 
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Some  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  curing  ulcers  on  the  legs,  will  hold 
good  in  those  of  the  urethra  i  the  situation  of 
both  affording  a  depending  orifice,  or  drain  to 
the  humours,  which  consequently  will  readily 
flow  down  thereto  and  when  Nature  has  been 
accustomed  for  a  length  of  time  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  evacuation,  and  the  outlet  thereof,  the  flux 
of  humours  will  there  be  very  considerable,  and 
the  task  of  diverting  them  to  any  other  channel, 
will  be  proportionably  difficult. 

Another  disagreeable  circumstance  at¬ 
tending  ulcerations  of  the  urethra,  is,  the  fre¬ 
quent  flows  of  urine  over  them,  which  at  times 
being  highly  acrimonious,  must  interrupt  the 
digestion  of  the  ulcers  ;  and  a  part  of  it  lodg¬ 
ing  in  them,  may  corrode  in  some  degree,  un¬ 
less  prevented  by  proper  topical  applications, 
which  cannot  here  be  conveyed  in  a  more  suit¬ 
able  form  than  that  of  injection.  And  even  af¬ 
ter  the  ulcers  are  healed  it  will  generally  be  found 
expedient  to  continue  injection  a  week  or  ten 
days  longer,  to  confirm  the  parts,  and  defend 
them  from  the  urinous  salts,  which  (should  this 
precaution  be  omitted)  are  sometimes  so  acrid 
as  to  abrade  the  new  skin,  and  make  the  sores 
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discharge  afresh.  The  same  thing  may  happen 
•  * 

when  the  urine  is  loaded  wilh  course  gravel  of 
stones,  which  will  soon  destroy  the  tender  cica¬ 
trix;  and  if  neglected  but  a  few  days,  a  deduc¬ 
tion  of  hurpours  to  the  part  may  ensue,  and 
must  consequently  retard  the  cure. 

■  v  ■ '  ' ' t 

So  high  an  opinion  do  I  entertain  of  injec¬ 
tions,  that  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  almost 
every  gleet  (unaccompanied  with  caruncles, 
or  callous  edges  of  those  ulcers  from  whence 
it  proceeds)  may  be  cured  by  injection,  pro¬ 
vided  the  redundant  acrimony  (if  there  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  any)  shall  have  been  previously 
corrected.  Innumerable  almost  are  the  in- 

i  •  *  .  •  j, 

stances  which  might  be  produced  in  support  of 
this  opinion :  a  few  only  of  the  most  remark¬ 
able  ones  will  be  here  introduced  to  elucidate 

«  * 

that  point. 

Gleets,  attended  with  great  obstructions 
in  the  urethra,  occasioned  by  carnosities,  car- 

i  * 

uncles,  callosities,  fungusses,  &c.  (call  them 
by  what  names  you  please)  will  generally  re¬ 
quire  medicated  bougies  to  remove  them  before 
we  can  expect  a  radical  cure  of  the  gleet.  They 
will  likewise  be  necessary  in  the  removal  of 

L  strictures, 
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strictures,  and  the  callous  edges  of  old  obstinate 
ulcers  dn  this  part. 

As  to  the  composition  of  bougies,  great 
care  must  be  had  that  nothing  corrosive  or 
very  stimulating  be  introduced  therein ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  must  consist  of  the  mildest  di¬ 
gestives  ;  and,  when  formed  into  bougies,  must 
have  a  very  even  polished  surface,  and  be  of 
such  temper  or  consistence  as  readily  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  curvatures.  Sec.  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  be  endued  with 
sufficient  strength  to  make  the  necessary  pres¬ 
sure.  The  foregoing  caution  relative  to  the 
composition  of  bougies,  cannot  be  too  much 
inculcated,  when  we  consider  the  delicate  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  urethra  and  its  extreme  irritability ; 
no  part  of  the  body,  I  presume,  bearing  greater 
analogyin  point  of  sensibility,  than  the  urethra 
to  the  eye. 

In  the  management  of  bougies,  more  at¬ 
tention  is  necessary  than  people  in  general 
imagine  ;  for  instance,  if  too  large  a  One  be  in¬ 
troduced,  or  too  much  force  used,  either  an 
haemorrhage  (that  very  much  alarms  the  pa¬ 
tient,  though  in  other  respects  not  prejudicial) 

or 


or  an  inflammation  ensues,  which  must  retard 
the  cure,  should  it  produce  no  other  disag, fee¬ 
ble  effect. 

The  distention  of  these  parts  ought  to  be 
made  very  gradually  for  the  reasons  above  as¬ 
signed,  as  well  as  to  avoid  the  pain  that  must 
otherwise  be  occasioned.  If  the  end  of  the 

bougie  be  suffered  to  press  against  the  neck  of 

:  * 
the  bladder,  it  generally  stimulates  to  such  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  to  produce  a  strangury. 

.  '  0 

A  ligature  of  some  kind  should  be  al¬ 
ways  affixeefto  a  bougie,  previous  to,  or  imme¬ 
diately  after  introduction,  both  to  prevent  it 
from  slipping  into  the  bladder,  and  to  retain  it 
exactly  ia  the  proper  situation. 

V  .  1 

How  long  each  bougie  may  be  worn,  will 
depend  upon  the  irritation  it  occasions ;  it 
must  not  remain  in  the  urethra  after  it  becomes 
painful,  for  reasons  very  obvious.  When  the 
urethra  has  been  habituated  to  them,  they 
may  be  retained  the  whole  night,  provided 
sleep  be  not  thereby  prevented,  or  much  in¬ 
terrupted. 

L  2 
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Antecedent  to  a  course  of  bougies,  it 
will  frequently  be  necessary  to  prepare  the  parts 
with  a  cooling  injection,  and  to  repeat  it  dur¬ 
ing  the  use  of  them,  as  soon  as  the  least  symp¬ 
tom  of  inflammation  makes  its  appearance. 
Gentle  aperients  at  this  time  may  likewise  be 
serviceable,  such  as  lenitive  electuary,  sulphur, 
magnesia,  &c.  Moderate  exercise,  and  a  to¬ 
tal  abstinence  from  acids  and  strong  liquors 

must  also  be  enjoined. 

1  '  1  ( 

As  to  the  length  of  time  which  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  continue  the  use  of  bougies,  that  must 
depend  upon  the  degree  of  obstruction  in  the 
passage,  and  the  irritability  thereof,  together 
with  the  patient’s  habit  of  body,  and  many  other 
circumstances. 

•  .. 

It  will  not,  I  believe,  be  disputed,  that 
there  may  be  the  abuse,  as  well  as  proper  use  of 
bougies,  for  should  they  be  continued  long  after 
the  disappearance  of  discharge,  a  fresh  run¬ 
ning  will  be  produced,  by  the  very  means  em¬ 
ployed  to  remove  the  old  one  y  they  are  not, 
however,  to  be  left  off  abruptly  -9  it  must  be 
done  gradatim ,  lest  the  cicatrix  should  exceed 

its 
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its  due  bounds,  and  thereby  lessen  the  diameter 
of  the  urethra. 

Men  sometimes  want  patience  under  a 
course  of  bougie ;  but  the  time  may  be  great¬ 
ly  shortened  by  the  assistance  ot  proper  injec¬ 
tions.  Many  instances  indeed  have  occurred, 
where  injection  has  performed  a  cure  after 
bougie,  and  every  other  remedy  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual.  Such  improvement  has  of  late  been  made 
in  this  respect,  that  1  do  not  find  it  necessary 

/  -  «  7  r 

to  use  half  the  number  of  bougies  which  1  for¬ 
merly  did ;  cure  now  being  effected  in  so  much 
less  time. 


CASE  XXIII. 

«  ■  - 

t  .  ^ 

In  the  month  of  March,  1777,  I  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  by  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Derby,  who  had  laboured  under  a  vene¬ 
real  gleet  for  more  than  six  years ;  in  the  course 

\  1  1  * 

of  which  time  he  had  employed  several  of  the 

faculty 
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faculty  in  bis  own  neighbourhood,  and  made 
journies  to  town  for  the  opinions  and  prescrip¬ 
tions  of  some  eminent  ones  in  the  metropolis; 
in  consequence  whereof,  he  had  used,  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  medicines  both  external  and  internal, 
which  afforded  him  only  a  temporary  relief; 
the  discharge  generally  returning  in  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight  afterwards.  The  disease  com¬ 
menced,  he  said,  in  the  year  1770,  when  he 
contracted  a  clap,  for  the  cure  of  which,  his 
surgeon  had  purged  him  pretty  briskly,  and 
used  a  considerable  quantity  of  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  until  the  infection  was  supposed  to  be 
removed  ;  then,  balsamics,  astringents,  &c.  &c. 
were  administered ;  and  he  afterwards  used  the 
cold  hath  for  several  weeks  successively.  All 
these  expedients,  however,  proved  merely  palli¬ 
ative,  as  the  complaint  constantly  returned  soon 
after  the  discontinuance.  The  discharge  was 
copious  and  of  a  deep  yellow  colour  ;  I  desir¬ 
ed  permission  to  examine  the  urethra  with  a 
bougie,  he  readily  assented,  but  observed  that 
bougies  would  be  of  no  service  to  him,  having 
used  them  upwards  of  eleven  months  without 
any  good  effect ;  I  informed  him  that  I  did  not 
propose  his  wearing  them,  unless  there  should 
be  a  very  material  obstruction  in  the  passage ; 

which 
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which  upon  examination  not  being  the  case,  I 
recommended  alteratives  and  an-  astringent 
injection,  the  former  to  be  continued  three 
weeks  or  a  month,  and  the  latter,  double  that 
time — with  moderate  exercise,  and  a  strict 
abstinence  from  acids  of  every  kind  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  to  keep  his  body  solutive  with 
sulphur  or  magnesia  alba.  By  these  means  he 
was  radically  cured  in  the  space  of  two  months, 
and  has  remained  well  ever  since,  as  he  per¬ 
sonally  informed  me  in  the  month  of  January, 
1780. 


CASE  XXIV. 

V 

* 

\ 

About  two  years  since,  a  Gentleman  in 
Westminster  applied  to  me  for  the  removal  of 
a  gleet,  which  had  troubled  him  twelve  years ; 
during  that  time,  he  had  at  intervals  taken  a 
great  deal  of  medicine,  and  of  various  kinds. 
One  remarkable  circumstance  attending  this  case, 
was,  that  notwithstanding  the  very  long  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  running,  no  carnosities  or  ob¬ 
structions 
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strucfcions  of  any  sorihad  formed  in  the  urethra, 
which  I  ascertained  by  the  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  previous  to  delivering  any  opinion  upon 
it;  when  finding  the  passage  perfectly  clear, 
I  told  my  patient  that  his  complaint  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  might  be  removed  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  provided  he  would  live  temperately-,  and 
adhere  strictly  to  the  rules  I  should  prescribe ; 
namely,  to  avoid  acids,  strong  liquors,  and 
violent  exercise  :  and  regularly  to  use  every 
night  and  morning  a  syringeful  of  injection. 
These  he  [did  ;  and  was  perfectly  cured  in  the 
course  of  three  months* 


CASE  XXV. 

✓ 

A  noble  Lord,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1778,  sent  for  me,  on  account  of  a  gleet  at¬ 
tended  with  a  small  obstruction  in  the  urethra  ; 
he  informed  me  that  his  disorder  was  of  four 
years  standing,  and  had  resisted  every  means 
prescribed  for  its  removal ;  that  he  had  taken  a 
variety  of  medicines,  been  once  salivated,  and 

had 

i 
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had  used  bougies.  The  discharge  was  thin, 
yellow,  and  copious,  unaccompanied  with  either 
pain  or  inflammation,,  As  his  Lordship  was  of 
a  good  habit  of  body,  1  did  .not  prescribe  any 
internal  remedies,  but  trusted  wholly  to  injec¬ 
tion,  which  in  the  space  of  six  weeks  effected 

a  radical  cure. 

♦  • 

'  \  • 

N.B.  The  same  regimen  was  observed  as 
in  the  preceding  case,  and  the  injection  was 
used  three  times  each  day. 


CASE  XXVI. 

*  4 

A  Stationer  in  Westminster,  three  years 
ago,  applied  to  me,  in  consequence  of  a  gleet, 
with  a  small  caruncle  in  the  urinary  canal,  which 
complaint  he  had  laboured  under  upwards  of 
five  years,  and  during  that  time  he  had  used  vari¬ 
ous  medicines,  but  they  had  all  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual  5  he  was,  however,  perfectly  cured  in  less 
than  two  months,  merely  by  the  use  of  injection* 
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CASE  XXVII. 

I  was  consulted  about  two  years  since  by 
a  Coal-merchant  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
who  had  then  contracted  a  virulent  gonorrha2a,in 
addition  to  an  old  gleet  with  which  he  had  been 
troubled  for  some  years.  He  expressed  much 
concern  at  this  accident,  imagining  that  the 
gleet  would  be  a  great  impediment  to  the  cure 
of  the  gonorrhoea ;  but  I  soon  made  him  easy 
on  that  head,  by  observing,  that  probably  both 
complaints  would-be  removed  at  the  same  time, 
as  I  had  very  frequently  been  fortunate  enough 
to  cure  clap  and  gleet  both  together;  and  indeed 
it  so  happened  in  this  case,  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks,  by  means  of  injection  and  an  alterative 
apozem. 


CASE  XXVIII. 

About  seventeen  months  ago,  an  Irish 
Peer  became  my  patient :  his  case  was  a  vene¬ 
real  gleet,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  many 

years; 
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years;  bougies  as  well  as  internal  medicines  had 
been  repeatedly  used  without  success.  Upon 
examination  I  found  a  small  carnosity  in  the 
urethra,  from  which  issued  a  moderate  quantity 
of  yellow  matter.  1  proposed  injection,  but  he 
at  first  objected  to  it,  alledging  his  having  tried 
it  without  effect;  not  considering  (hs  I  observed 
to  him)  that  the  composition  of  injections  was 
as  likely  to  vary  as  that  of  any  other  remedy. 
I  likewise  related  to  him  some  instances  wherein 
that  mode  of  cure  had  been  particularly  success¬ 
ful  after  every  other  had  proved  the  reverse. 
He  thereupon  agreed  to  put  it  once  more  to  the 
test,  but  was  obliged  to  defer  it-for  a  few  weeks 
on  account  of  a  long  journey  he  was  the  next 
day  to  set  out  upon.  In  the  course  of  a  month 
his  Lordship  returned,  and  then  informed  me 
that  my  attendance  was  doubly  necessary  to 
him ;  having,  on  the  journey,  added  a  clap  to 
the  old  disorder.  The  running  was  plentiful, 
and  accompanied  with  a  heat  of  urine  and 
chordee. 

I  immediately  recommended  the  use  of 
injection  and  a  few  alterative  pills,  which,  with 
a  proper  regimen,  perfectly  cured  him  of  both 
clap  and  gleet  in  the  space  of  thirty-two  days, 

M  2  Frqw 
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From  the  number  of  cases  that  I  have  seen 

* 

similar  to  the  preceding  ones*  where  a  fresh  in¬ 
fection  has  been  engrafted  upon  an  old  gleet, 
and  the  little  difficulty  generally  experienced  in 
removing  both  together,  I  am  led  to  believe, 
that  in  many  instances*  the  stimulus  produced 
by  the  venereal  virus  has  frequently  contributed 
to  accelerate  the  cure  of  the  gleet ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  so,  when  it  fixes  immediately  upon  the  old 
ulcer;  whose  callous  edges  may  thus  be  remov¬ 
ed  more  speedily  perhaps  than  by  any  other 
means, 

A  very  striking  instance  of  this  kind  will 

o 

be  found  in  the  subsequent  case. 


CASE  XXIX. 

* 

Four  years  since  a  Linen-draper  in  the  City, 
after  having  ineffectually  employed  several  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty  for  the  removal  of  a  vene¬ 
real  gleet  which  had  troubled  him  eight  years, 
made  application  to  me  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  examined 
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I  examined  the  urethra  with  a  bougie,  and  found 
very  little  obstruction  therein  ;  i  then  enquired 
into  th.e  different  methods  of  cure  that  had  been 
adopted  by  his  other  surgeons,  to  which  he  re¬ 
plied,  that  after  going  through  several  mercurial 
courses,  taken  a  great  quantity  of  balsa mics, 
and  using  a  variety  of  astringents  internally  as 
well  as  topically,  bougies  were  at  last  recorrj- 
mcnded  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  uninterrupt¬ 
ed  application  of  them  for  some  months,  and 
the  strictest  regimen  at  the  same  time  being 
observed,  the  disease  still  maintained  its  ground. 
Upon  further  enquiry,  I  found  that  my  patient 
was  a  very  temperate  man,  and  rather  of  a  cold 
phlegmatic  habit ;  I  therefore  judged  that  an 
alteration  in  his  mode  of  living  might  be  of 
use,  and  accordingly  prescribed  half  a  pint  of 
good  port  wine  to  be  taken  every  day  after 
dinner,  and  twice  or  thrice  that  quantity 
after  supper.  I  likewise  ordered  an  injec¬ 
tion  to  be  used  night  and  morning,  and  a  few 
internal  alteratives.  This  plan  was  pursued  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  without  producing 
any  very  material  alteration  in  the  disease ;  his 
spirits  and  appetite  however  were  greatly  bene¬ 
fited,  insomuch,  that  in  the  course  of  a  week 
or  ten  days  longer  perseverance  therein,  he  was 

induce4 
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induced  once  more  to  pay  his  devoirs  at  the 
shrine  of  Venus,  and  there  again  became  a  burnt 
offering,  having  then  acquired  both  clap  and 
chancres.  His  reward  for  stealing  fire  (if  it 
may  be  deemed  a  theft)  differed  widely  from 
that  which  Prometheus  experienced;  for,  to  his 
great  joy  and  surprise,  the  old  inveterate  gleet 
was  radically  cured  by  the  means  used  to  re¬ 
move  the  gqnorrhaea  and  chancres,  in  the  course 
of  twenty-eight  days. 

It  may  be  asked,  whether  no  succedaneum 
can  be  invented  to  answer  the  purpose  as  well 
as  venereal  matter?  To  which  I  should  only 
give  this  answer,  let  future  experiments  and 
observations  ascertain  that  point.  It  may  like¬ 
wise  be  suggested,  that  the  supposed  advan¬ 
tages  accruing  from  this  fresh  infection,  do  not 
absolutely  arise  therefrom,  but  from  the  medi¬ 
cine  used  in  consequence  of  it,  which  may  so 
correct  the  latent  acrimony  of  the  blood  and 
juices,  as  to  effect  a  cure  merely  by  that  circum¬ 
stance.  My  reply  to  this  will  be,  that  I  have 
administered  the  same  kind  of  medicines,  and 
for  a  long  time  in  some  of  these  cases,  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  new  infection.  It  may  then  perhaps 
be  said,  that  they  were  not  continued  long 

enough ; 
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enough ;  be  it  so ;  or  at  this  rate  we  might  go 
on  ad  infinitum ,  and  never  put  a  period  to  our 
suppositions  ;  we  will  therefore  leave  to  practice 
instead  of  theory,  the  determination  of  this 
.matter. 


CASE  XXX. 

% 

I  was  consulted  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
Captain  of  a  marching  regiment,  who  had  been 
afflicted  many  years  with  obstructions  in  the 
urethra — they  were  particularly  distressing  to 
him  during  the  late  war,  occasioning  repeated 
suppressions  of  urine,  which  at  length  became 
so  frequent,  as  to  oblige  him  to  carry  a  small 
catheter,  or  a  bougie  generally  in  his  pocket; 
unluckily,  however,  he  was  unprovided  in  that 
respect  once  upon  a  forced  march,  when  being 
attacked  with  a  total  suppression  of  urine,  and 
having  no  assistance  at  hand,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  a  small  twig  from  a  tree, 
and  after  properly  shaping,  forced  it  through 
the  obstructions  into  the  bladder,  made  a  pas- 
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sage  for  the,  urine,  and  thereby  saved  his  life, 
which  had  often  been  in  the  most  eminent  dan¬ 
ger  from  the  same  cause. 

At  the  time  he  applied  to  me  the  urethra 

/ 

was  so  much  obstructed  with  caruncles,  that  I 
found  great  difficulty  in  passing  the  smallest 
bougie,  and  therefore  recommended  the  imme¬ 
diate  application  of  them:  his  answer  was, 
“  That  if  no  other  means  were  used  he  was 
very  certain  no  cure  would  be  obtained,  having 
worn  bougies  at  times  for  some  years  past.”  I 
replied,  u  That  internal  remedies  were  likewise 
indispensibly  necessary  in  his  case,  by  reason  of 
the  very  high  degree  of  scurvey  with  which  he 
was  most  evidently  infested;  his  body  being  al¬ 
most  covered  with  pustules,  boils  and  scabs,  the 
rankest  of  the  kind  that  I  had  ever  seen.”  Very 
powerful  antiscorbutics  were  therefore  liberally- 
administered  during  the  whole  course  of  bougie, 
in  order  to  correct  that  acrimony,  which  would 
otherwise  have  much  impeded,  if  not  entirely 
prevented  the  formation  of  a  proper  cicatrix. 
The  discharge  from  the  urethra  was  very  plenti¬ 
ful  for  the  first  three  weeks,  and  from  its  sharp¬ 
ness  sometimes  inflamed  the  glans  penis  and 
prasputium  as  well  as  the  urinary  duct,  but  wras 

kept 
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kept  within  bounds  by  the  use  of  emollient  and 
cooling  injections.  Thus,  was  the  urethra  en¬ 
tirely  cleared  of  obstructions,  the  body  of  its 
acrimonious  humour,  and  in  less  than  four 
months  the  patient’s  health  perfectly  re-esta¬ 
blished. 


case  xxxr. 

A  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
about  a  year  ago,  sent  for  me  on  account  of  an 
obstruction  in  the  urethra,  which  had  troubled 
him  some  years,  and  of  late  produced  a  fre¬ 
quent  inclination  to  make  urine,  though  it  could 
flow  now  only  in  a  very  small  stream,  and  with 
much  difficulty,  from  the  increased  size  of  the 
carnosity.  The  obstruction  was  so  great,  that 
it  would  not  admit  the  smallest  bougie  to  pass 
it  ^  I  therefore  contented  myself  with  introduc¬ 
ing  one  up  to  the  caruncle,  upon  which  it  made 
a  gentle  pressure,  being  properly  fixed  with  a 
ligature;  I  gave  directions  for  its  being  retained 
in  the  same  position  as  long  as  possible,  that 

,  N  the 

j 

4  t 

.  ,  > 

/  \  •  . 


94 


the  bougie  might  gradually  either  insinuate  itself 
through  this  fleshy  substance,  or  else  slip  past 
it.  My  patient  persevered  in  the  method  I  had 
proposed  for  the  space  of  near  eleven  hours, 
when  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  perceiving  that 
the  obstruction  gave  Way  to  the  bougie.  A 
small  haemorrhage  ensued,  which  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  ceased  of  itself — soon  afterwards  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  urine,  but  at  first  found  the 
passage  more  obstructed  than  usual ;  however, 
upon  straining,  he  forced  out  something,  which 
he  imagined  was  coagulated  blood,  but  on  exa¬ 
mination,  it  proved  to  be  the  carnosity  itself — 
in  shape  and  size  it  nearly  resembled  a  pea,  and 
was  composed  of  a  tough  membranous  sub- 
stance- — the  basis  of  it  was  very  small,  as  will 
be  readily  conceived  from  its  being  so  easily 
separated.  The  unusual  frequency  of  making 
water  immediately  ceased  upon  the  removal  of 
the  excrescence,  which  without  doubt  had  so 
stimulated  the  parts  as  to  be  the  occasion  of  it; 
upon  the  same  principle  I  presume  as  any  ex¬ 
traneous  body  would  have  done.  Astringent 
injections  now  became  necessary  to  procure  a 
firm  cicatrix;  bougies  were  likewise  frequently 
introduced  to  preserve  the  natural  diameter  of 
the  urethra  in  that  particular  part ;  and,  in  or¬ 
der 
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der  to  confirm  the  cure,  these  applications  were 
continued  about  a  week  or  ten  days. 


CASE  XXXII. 

V 

A  Tradesman  in  Westminster,  was  for 
several  weeks  incommoded  with  a  frequent  de¬ 
sire  to  void  urine,  which  at  length  encreased  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  prevent  his  attendance  on 
business:  thus  circumstanced,  he  became  my 
patient.  Upon  enquiry,  I  found  that  he  had 
not  been  subject  to  either  gravel  or  stone,  nor 
was  there  any  reason  to  suspect  that  infection 
had  given  rise  to  the  complaint.  I  then  propos¬ 
ed  to  examine  the  urethra  with  a  bougie,  but 
was  prevented  by  a  wart  just  within  the  orifice ; 
that  excrescence  I  removed  with  scissars,  and 
destroyed  its  roots  with  an  escharotic.  The  pa¬ 
tient  informed  me  next  day  that  he  no  longer 
felt  an  irritation  at  the  neck  of  his  bladder, 
nor  had  any  inclination  to  urine  oftener  than  he 
usually  did  before  the  disorder  took  place.  The 
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parts  soon  healed ;  and  he  has  been  free  from 
strangury  ever  since. 

*  _  -  1 

Her t  eve  may  observe,  that  a  disease  at 

one  end  of  the  urethra,  will  produce  a  disagree¬ 
able  sensation  at  the  other.  It  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  that  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  when  it  presses 
in  a  particular  direction  will  create  such  an  itch¬ 
ing  at  the*glans  penis  and  praeputium,  that  the 
patient  cannot  refrain  from  rubbing  and  pulling 
those  parts. 

Excrescences  in  the  urethra  sometimes 
affect  very  materially  the  seminal  ducts,  as  will 
appear  in  some  of  the  following  cases. 

It  often  occurs,  even  in  claps,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  thinks  his  disease  seated  in  one  part  of  the 
urethra,  when  it  happens  to  be  in  another:  in¬ 
deed  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  many  instances 
of  very  great  sympathy  in  these  parts,  when  we 
consider  their  exquisite  sensibility* 
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CASE  XXXIII. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
had  many  years  laboured  under  a  difficulty  of 
making  urine,  occasioned  by  excrescences  in  the 
urethra,  the  consequence  of  a  long  continued 
gleet.  He  had  had  frequent  suppressions  of 
urine  after  violent  exercise,  hard  drinking,  or 
excesses  of  any  kind;  this  he  deemed  merely 
a  temporary  inconvenience,  it  having  generally 
been  soon  removed  by  the  introduction  of  a 

catheter  or  a  bougie  :  which  circumstance  ren- 

* 

dered  him  negligent  as  to  the  making  of  proper 
application  for  a  radical  cure.  However,  he  at 
last  suffered  very  severely  for  his  inattention,  as 
will  appear  in  the  sequel.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1777.,  being  very  much  heated  with  ex¬ 
ercise  and  high  living,  he  was  attacked  by  his 
old  complaint,  (the  suppression  of  urine)  and 
recourse  was  immediately  had  to  the  former  ex¬ 
pedients,  but  the  inflammation  and  obstruction 
were  so  great,  that  no  instrument  could  be 
passed  into  the  bladder — his  surgeon  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  relieve  him  by  the  usual  means,  such  as 

bleeding, 


98 


bleeding,  warm  bathing,  terebinthinate,  and 

i  -  .  , 

other  clysters,  anodynes,  &c.  but  they  proved 
ineffectual.  After  the  suppression  had  continu¬ 
ed  upwards  of  thirty  hours,  he  determined  to 
come  up  to  town,  though  at  the  distance  of 
more  than  one  hundred  miles.  The  anxiety 
and  pain  that  he  experienced  during  the  jour¬ 
ney,  may  be  better  imagined  than  described.  On 
his  arrival  in  town  he  immediately  sent  for  me; 
but,  half  an  hour  before  I  saw  him,  the  urine 
had  forced  its  way  through  the  perineum,  a 
part  of  which,  and  of  the  adjoining  scrotum,  I 
found  in  a  mortified  state.  The  mortification 
extended  at  least  six  inches  in  circumference. 

From  the  pale  emaciated  aspect  of  my  pa* 
tient,  I  could  not  expect  any  great  assistance 
from  his  constitution,  which,  by  his  own  ac- 
count,  had  been  much  impaired  by  a  long 
succession  of  irregularities.  His  age  did  not 
exceed  forty  years  ;  in  the  last  ten  of  which  he 
had  been  frequently  attacked  with  severe  fits 
of  the  gout.  All  these  circumstances  consi¬ 
dered,  I  could  not  form  the  most  favourable 
prognosis ;  however,  I  was  particularly  careful 
that  my  opinion  should  not  be  couched  in  such 
terms  as  might  depress  his  spirits,  being  fully 

aware 
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aware  of’  the  bad  consequences  that  frequently 
ensue  from  the  mind's  influence  upon  the  body, 
especially  in  putrid  complaints.  Having  in 
these  cases  no  time  to  loose,  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  scarify  the  parts  as  deeply  as  the 
nature  of  them  would  admit  of,  or  as  circum¬ 
stances  required.  After  stuping  the  wound  ex¬ 
tremely  well  with  a  spirituous  fomentation,  I 
applied  warm  digestives,  and  over  them  (in¬ 
stead  of  cataplasms  of  any  kind)  soft  rags  mois- 
tended  with  camphorated  spirits,  and  ordered 
the  nurse  to  dip  a  sponge  in  the  same  every  half 
hour,  and  squeeze  it  over  the  dressing  and  the 
neighbouring  parts,  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  mortification  from  extend¬ 
ing  itself  any  further.  The  dressings  were  often 
removed,  on  account  of  the  urine’s  flowing  so 
frequently  through  the  wound. 

;  '  '  i 

As  internal  antiseptics  were  likewise  indis* 
pensibly  necessary,  I  prescribed  an  electuary  of 
Peruvian  bark  and  Virginian  snake-root,  to  be 
taken  as  often,  and  in  as  large  doses  as  his  sto¬ 
mach  would  bear,  and  that  it  should  be  washed 
down  with  camphorated  julep  or  good  port 
wine,  of  both  which  I  allowed  him  to  take 
very  freely.  His  liquors  were  most  of  them 
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acidulated  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  to  which  was 
added  the  aromatic  tincture,  to  prevent  its  of¬ 
fending  the  stomach,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
render  it  more  cardiac.  There  was  likewise 
prepared  for  him  strong  rich  soups,  and  what 
is  called  beef-tea,  of  which  he  drank  plenti¬ 
fully.  Opiates  were  administered  the  first  twelve 
days,  and  at  suitable  intervals,  clysters  to  keep 
his  bowels  in  a  proper  state.  By  these  means 
the  progress  of.  the  mortification  was  soon  im¬ 
peded,  and  in  a  short  time  entirely  stopped. 
The  sloughs  began  to  separate  in  the  course  of 
twelve  days,  when  I  thought  it  adviseable  to 
attempt  regaining  the  natural  passage  for  the 
urine,  the  whole  of  which  constantly  flowed 
through  the  wound  ev.er  since  it  had  first  made 
an  outlet  that  way.  The  caruncles  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  made  so  much  resistance,  that  four  days 
elapsed  before  the  smallest  bougie  could  be  pass¬ 
ed  through  them ;  but  as  soon  as  that  point  was 
gained,  a  bougie  was  constantly  kept  in  the 
urethra  both  night  and  day.  The  urine  by  this 
method  soon  recovered  the  natural  channel,  and 
in  less  than  a  fortnight,  not  a  drop  of  it  passed 
through  the  wound,  which  now  digested  well, 
and  in  a  few  days  incarned,  and  soon  after 
cicatrised,  as  kindly  as  could  have  been  expect¬ 
ed? 
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ed.  By  continuing  the  bougies  six  weeks  longer, 
the  urethra  was  entirely  cleared  of  all  its  ob¬ 
structions,  and  the  parts  firmly  healed  ;  soon 
afterwards,  my  patient  returned  to  the  country- 
in  high  spirits,  and  in  a  much  better  state  of 
health  than  he  had  been  for  many  preceding 
months. 

i 

SEMINAL  GLEET. 

» 

Having  hitherto  made  little  or  no  mention 
of  the  seminal  gleet,  I  will  now  offer  a  few  ob¬ 
servations  upon  the  origin  of  that  disease,  and 
produce  some  particular  cases  both  to  illustrate 
the  subject,  and  recommend  a  method  of  cure 
that  has  frequently  succeeded  after  every  other 
had  proved  ineffectual. 

«  ^  *2  ■  '  .  '  • 

/  *  . 

That  seminal  gleets  or  weaknesses  (call 
them  by  which  name  you  please)  are  of  all 
others,  the  most  difficult  to  cure,  I  presume, 
will  not  be  controverted  by  any  experienced 
practitioner;  this  difficulty  will  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  disease, 
and  the  contingencies  that  may  attend  it,  the 
habit  of  body,  mode  of  living,  climate,  profcs- 

O  sion. 
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sion,  or  occupation,  &c.  of  the  patient.  The 
disease  may  arise  from  those  excrescences  in  the 
urethra,  which  we  term  caruncles,  carnosities, 
Sic.  and  it  is  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  de¬ 
struction  of  that  natural  caruncle,  the  caput  gal- 
Unaginis  urethrae.  It  originates  likewise  from 
an  acrimonious  state  of  the  blood  and  juices. 
Sometimes  it  is  produced  by  a  general  relaxation 
of  the  whole  frame,  from  whatever  cause  that 
may  take  its  rise,  whether  from  a  series  of  de- 
baucheries,  excessive  venery,  self-pollution,  &c. 
Sic. 

In  some  of  the  foregoing  cases,  I  have  de¬ 
monstrated  that  an  excrescence  in  the  urethra 
will  stimulate  the  bladder  (though  at  the  distance 
of  some  inches)  to  such  a  degree  as  to  bring  on 
a  frequent  inclination  to  evacuate  its  contents* 
and  when  that  stimulus  happens  to  fix  upon  the 
seminal  ducts,  the  reservoirs,  or  the  testicles 
themselves,  similar  effects  must  naturally  be  ex¬ 
pected*  After  the  seminals  have  been  thus  sti- 
* 

mulated  for  a  length  of  time,  their  retentive  fa¬ 
culties  miist  indubitably  become  so  much  im¬ 
paired  and  weakened,  as  to  admit  of  very  fre¬ 
quent  and  involuntary  emissions.  The  same  con¬ 
sequences  may  also  be  expected*  when  the  blood 
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is  much  impregnated  with  acrimony  of  any 
kind,  and  a  considerable  share  of  it  falls  upon 
any  particular  organ  (a  gland  tor  instance,  or 
its  excretory  duct)  the  irritation  thereby  produc¬ 
ed  must  excite  an  unnatural  secretion,  as  well 
as  expulsion  of  that  particular  fluid,  and  will 
at  the  same  time  alter  the  quality  of  it.  A  long 
continued  repetition  of  this  stimulus  gradually 
relaxes  the  mouths  of  the  excretory  ducts,' toge- 
ther  with  their  valves  or  sphincters,  those  na¬ 
tural  obstacles  to  involuntary  evacuations  :  in 
fine,  they  entirely  lose  their  original  powers  of 
retention,  and  the  fluid  is  frequently  discharging 
itself,  almost  as  soon  as  secerned ;  or  upon  the 
least  exertion  in  making  urine  or  going  to  stool, 
supposing  the  seminal  vessels  to  have  been  thus 
visited  by  the  acrimonious  humour. 


CASE  xxxiv. 

i 

An  officer  in  the  Navy,  after  having  la« 
boured  under  a  seminal  gleet  for  six  years  and 
upwards,  put  himself  under  my  care  about  two 

O  2  years 


104 

years  and  a  half  since.  His  spirits,  strength, 
appetite,  &c.  were  greatly  reduced,  insomuch 
that  he  was  threatened  with  a  total  loss  of  viri¬ 
lity.  After  interrogating  him  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  disease,  I  examined  the  urethra  with  a  bou¬ 
gie,  and  found  it  perfectly  free  from  obstruc¬ 
tion  :  I  then  inspected  the  colour  and  consis¬ 
tence  of  the  discharge,  and  soon  perceived  that 
it  had  lost  its  natural  texture,  and  seemed  to 
abound  with  acrimony,  which  upon  further  en¬ 
quiry  proved  to  be  scorbutic.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  much  afflicted  with  the  scurvy 
for  some  years  previous  to  the  appearance  of  his 
present  complaint.  Having  now  investigated 
the  cause  of  the  disease,  I  had  but  little  difficul¬ 
ty  to  apprehend  in  performing  the  cure  of  it  5  as 
my  patient,  from  his  appearance  as  well  as  pro¬ 
mises,  persuaded  me,  that  nothing  on  his  part 
would  be  wanting  for  the  completion  of  it.  I 
had  not  formed  a  wrong  conjecture ;  for  with 
the  greatest  regularity  and  attention  he  perse¬ 
vered  in  a  course  of  antiscorbutics,  which  in  a 
few  months  entirely  removed  his  gleet,  and  at 
the  same  time  perfectly  re-established  his  health 
in  every  other  respect. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXXV. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
sex,  applied  to  me  two  years  ago,  on  account 

¥ 

of  a  seminal  gleet,  to  which  at  times  he  had 
been  for  some  years  subject,  though  at  inter¬ 
vals  entirely  free  from  it ;  his  vigour  therefore 
was  not  very  much  impaired  thereby,  but  as 
the  returns  of  the  complaint,  had  of  late  been 
more  frequent  than  usual,  he  began  to  be  very 
apprehensive  of  consequences.  Upon  exami¬ 
nation,  I  found  that  the  cause  of  this  gleet 
might  be  truly  deemed  arthritic  ;  it  was  in¬ 
deed  sufficiently  evident  from  the  appearance 
of  the  discharge,  and  the  patient’s  own  ac¬ 
count  of  his  case.  The  semen  was  loaded 
with  a  cretaceous  matter,  similar  to  the  chalk 
stones  produced  by  the  gout ;  in  proof  of  which 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  been  afflicted  with 
the  gout  many  years,  chalk  stories  had  ap¬ 
peared  on  his  feet,  but  that  no  more  of  them 
had  formed  after  the  cretaceous  matter  found 
its  way  to  the  spermatic  vessels,  and  (as  he 

very 
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very  rationally  supposed)  discharged  itself  with 
the  semen  ever  since  that  period.  Being  per¬ 
fectly  sensible  that  the  disease  originated  from 
the  gout,  I  recommended  patience,  and  a  re¬ 
signation  to  his  fate.  The  prescription  mot 
satisfying  him,  I  promised  to  consider  further 
upon  his  case,  and  exert  my  best  abilities  to 
serve  him.  After  a  little  reflection,  there  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  memory  the  case  of  a  gentleman, 
who  some  years  since  employed  me  to  cure 
him  of  the  venereal  disease,  and  as  he  was 
greatly  afflicted  with  the  gout,  requested  very 
earnestly  that  I  would  not  give  him  the  least 
particle  of  mercury;  I  acquiesced  therewith* 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  removed 
his  complaint,  merely  by  the  use  of  vegeta¬ 
bles. 

V 

■N 

Some  time  afterwards  he  informed  me, 
that  these  medicines  had  so  purified  his  blood 
and  juices,  that  the  gout  had  not  visited  him 
so  frequently  as  usual,  and  the  paroxysms  were 
much  milder  and  of  a  shorter  duration  than 
they  formerly  had  been.  He  has  therefore  taken 
the  medicine  ever  since  that  time  as  an  anti-arth¬ 
ritic.  The  recollection  of  this  circumstance  in¬ 
duced  me  to  administer  remedies  of  a  similar 

kind 
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kind  for  the  cure  of  this  arthritic  gleet ;  and  I 
had  soon  the  satisfaction  of  perceiving  that  the 
discharge  gradually  decreased,  and  was  less  and 
less  impregnated  with  the  chalk,  until  it  entirely 
disappeared,  which  happened  in  about  two 

months  3  I  advised  nevertheless  a  continuance 

0 

of  the  medicines  some  time  longer  in  order  to 
prevent  a  relapse.  The  medicines  used  upon 
this  occasion  were,  diuretics  snd  diaphoretics, 
in  the  composition  of  which,  camphor  was  no 
inconsiderable  ingredient. 

Before  we  dismiss  the  subject,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  some  other  disor¬ 
ders,  to  which  the  organs  of  generation  are  lia¬ 
ble  from  this  arthritic  acrimony.  1  have  been 
informed,  from  very  good  authority,  of  priap- 
isms  originating  from  the  same  source ;  one  in 
particular,  of  a  gentleman  in  the  county  of 
Surry,  which  is  said  to  have  continued  an  incre¬ 
dible  length  of  time.  Instances  I  have  myself 
seen  where  the  gout  had  produced  tumefactions 
of  the  testicles,  to  as  high  a  degree  as  those  in 
venereal  cases,  and  which,  like  them,  have 
been  removed  by  discutient  fomentations,  and 
emollient  cataplasms,  assisted  with  powerful 

sudorifics 
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sudorifics  internally.  In  these  cases  opiates'like- 
wise  may  repeatedly  be  administered  to  very 
great  advantage. 


CASE  xxxvi. 

About  eighteen  months  since,  I  was  con¬ 
sulted  by  an  eminent  Artist  in  the  vicinity  of 
London,  who  had  for  many  years  been  troubled 
with  a  gleet  and  obstructions  in  the  urinary  pas¬ 
sage,  occasioned  by  a  clap,  which  was  contract¬ 
ed  eleven  years  before.  There  had  been,  ever 
since  that  period,  a  discharge  of  yellowish  mat¬ 
ter  that  might  be  said  to  ebb  and  flow,  being 

\  i  , 

very  copious  at  one  time,  and  quite  the  reverse 
at  others;  excess  of  any  kind,  never  failed  to 
encrease  it  very  considerably.  Within  the  last 
three  years  he  perceived  the  urethra  to  be  ma¬ 
terially  obstructed,  and  from  that  time  a  new 
symptom  made  its  appearance,  namely,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  semen  with  the  old  running ;  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  increase  of  the  caruncles,  the  semi¬ 
nal 


109 


nal  discharge  became  more  plentiful,  insomuch* 
that  during  the  last  four  or  five  months,  he  very 
seldom  made  urine  or  went  to  stool,  without  a 
considerable  quantity  of  seed  being  evacuated  at 
the  same  time.  He  informed  me  of  his  having 
taken  large  quantities  of  the  most  bracing  and 
strengthening  medicines,  but  with  no  other  ef¬ 
fect,  than  a  temporary  palliation  of  the  symp¬ 
toms.  The  long  continuation  of  the  disease, 
added  to  a  close  attention  to  business,  made 
terrible  havock  with  his  constitution,  reduced 
him  almost  to  a  skeleton,  and  relaxed  his  nerves 
to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render  life  burthensome 
in  the  extreme.  The  excrescences  had  so  choak- 
ed  up  the  urethra,  that 'the  smallest  bougie 
could  not  be  passed  without  great  difficulty.  I 
began  his  cure  by  attempting  to  remove  these 
obstructions,  being  fully  convinced  that  no  me¬ 
dicine  could  be  of  uSe  till  that  was  effected.  I 
advised  him  to  wear  a  bougie  both  night  and 
day,  and  for  as  many  hours  together  as  the  parts 
would  admit  of,  without  occasioning  pain  or 
loss  of  rest.  His  bowels  were  at  the  same  time 
kept  in  proper  order  by  the  use  of  gentle  aperi¬ 
ents :  to  which  circumstance  it  will  always 
be  found  indispensibly  necessary  to  attend  in. 
every  complaint  of  this  nature,  both  in  order 

P  to 
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to  prevent  inflammation,  and  to  obviate  any 

material  exertion  in  the  evacuation  of  the 
fasces.  His  diet  was  of  the  most  nutritious 
kind,  but  as  he  at  first  had  little  or  no  appe¬ 
tite,  I  gave  him  strong  decoctions  of  the  woods, 
which  soon  procured  one,  and  at  the  same 
time  corrected  any  latent  acrimo  ious  hu¬ 
mours:  after  which,  corroborants  and  restora¬ 
tives  were  administered  with  the  greatest  suc¬ 
cess.  By  these  means,  at  the  expiration  of 
four  months,  he  was  so  far  recovered  as  to 
imagine  himself  cured  5  the  medicines  however 
were  continued  seven  or  eight  weeks  longer, 
by  which  time  his  health  was  perfectly  re-esta¬ 
blished. 

t 

'V'  *  *  '  .  "  '  '  <  •  "  "•  '  -  V  .  ‘ 


CASE  XXXVII. 

'  /  1  ij  f  1  \  ■  .  _ 

1  '/ 

Almost  similar  to  the  preceding  case, 
was  that  of  a  Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  who  had  been  afflicted  for  several  years 
with  a  seminal  gleet,  and  had  taken  a  great 
quantity  of  medicines  of  different  kinds,  with¬ 
out 


r 
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out  receiving  any  material  benefit' — a  circum¬ 
stance  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consi¬ 
der  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  had  not  hitherto 
been  understood,  no  attention  having  been  paid 
to  a  caruncle  in  the  urethra,  which  at  last  en- 
creased  so  much,  as  almost  entirely  to  prevent 
the  passing  of  his  urine ;  upon  this  account  it 
was  that  he  made  application  to  me,  having 
long  before  given  up  all  expectation  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  seminal  gleet,  every  effort  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  having  so  repeatedly  proved  abortive, 
Luckihr  however,  the  stoppage  of  urine  oblig¬ 
ed  him  to  have  recourse  to  the  only  method  that 
could  possibly  remedy  his  old  disorder.  By 
using  bougies,  the  urethra  was  cleared  of  ob¬ 
struction  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  the  seminal  discharge  gra¬ 
dually  abated,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
internal  bracers,- a  radical  cure  was  effected  in 
less  than  five  months. 
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CASE  XXXVIII. 

A  Gentleman  in  the  western  part  of 
England,  became  my  patient  three  y  ars  since, 
in  consequence  of  a  seminal  weakness  or  gleet, 
'which  had  been  his  companion  for  thirteen 
years,  and  was  at  length  very  near  putting  a  pe¬ 
riod  to  his  existence,  notwithstanding  a  long 
continued  use  of  the  most  powerful  restoratives 
both  in  medicine  and  diet,  which  had  been 
prescribed  for  him  by  several  eminent  prac¬ 
titioners* 

He  had  taken  astringents,  balsamics, 
strengthened  and  bracers  of  almost  every  kind, 
large  quantities  of  bark,  steel,  ginsang,  &c. 
&c.  nor  was  the  cold  bath  omitted,  which  in 
the  beginning,  he  said,  afforded  a  temporary 
relief,  but  after  a  few  months  use  entirely  lost 
its  effect.  The  disease  had  rendered  him  so 
weak,  as  to  b 6  scarce  able  to  walk  or  stand  up¬ 
right,  and  his  spirits  were  likewise  proportion¬ 
ally  depressed.  He  informed  me,  that  his  pre¬ 
sent 
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sent  complaints  took  their  rise  from  a  clap  con¬ 
tracted  upwards  of  thirteen  years  since,  that 
it  was  not  attended  with  much  pain  or  in¬ 
flammation,  nor  were  any  of  the  sympfoms 
such,  as  indicated  any  high  degree  of  viru¬ 
lence  ;  his  surgeon  however,  had  supplied  him 
very  liberally  with  mercurials  and  drastic  purges, 
and  had  continued  them  some  weeks,  by  which 
means  his  appetite,  strength,  & c.  were  much 
impaired,  and  a  gleet  ensued,  which  from  a  ve¬ 
nereal,  degenerated  into  a  seminal  one.  Fre¬ 
quent  nocturnal  emissions  of  semen  interrupt¬ 
ed  his  sleep,  and  a  discharge  of  the  same  kind 
generally  happened  whenever  he  made  urine  or 
went  to  stool.  After  having  given  this  account, 
he  requested  to  have  my  opinion  upon  his 
case.  My  answer  was ;  that  from  the  long  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  venereal  gleet,  I  suspected  some 
excrescence  had  formed  in  the  urethra,  and 
should  that  be  the  case,  I  doubted  not  of  ren¬ 
dering  him  very  essential  service.  He  replied, 
“  That  he  did  not  imagine  that  there  could  be 
any  material  obstruction  in  the  passage,  as  his 
urine  flowed  almost  as  well  as  ever;  but  that 
it  did  not  pass  quite  so  freely,  which  he  attri¬ 
buted  wholly  to  the  debility  of  the  parts.” 
However,  upon  examination  with  a  bougie,  I 

found 
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found  a  caruncle  about  four  inches  up  the  ure¬ 
thra,  which,  in  that  place  diminished  its  diame¬ 
ter  near  one-third  part ;  the  rest  of  the  canal 
was  perfectly  free  from  either  stricture  or  any 
other  obstruction  ;  this  discovery  gave  my  pa¬ 
tient  much  pleasure,  and  at  the  same  time  great 
surprise,  that  such  a  substance  should  be  formed 
without  his  perceiving  it;  that  % as  a  circum¬ 
stance  I  told  him  which  frequently  occurred, 
and  might  be  very  easily  accounted  for,  by  only 
reflecting  upon  the  very  slow,  gradual  progress 
of  these  carnosities;  in  the  present  instance 
above  twelve  years  had  elapsed  during  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  very  small  one.  I  then  advised  him 
to  enter  upon  the  use  of  bougies ;  and  that  they 
should  remain  in  the  urethra  as  many  hours  as 
possible,  both  night  and  day,  provided  neither 
pain  or  inflammation  ensued,  to  prevent  which, 
as  well  as  too  great  efforts  in  discharging  the 
faeces,  his  body  was  kept  rather  in  a  laxative 
state  than  otherwise,  by  taking  occasionally  flos 
sulphuris,  magnesia  alba,  or  electarium  leni- 
tivum.  In  the  course  of  a  week  he  was  able 
to  wear  the  bougies  twelve  hours  in  the  twenty- 
four  ;  by  which  means  a  copious  discharge  of 
matter  was  produced,  and  in  proportion  to  that 
did  the  caruncle  decrease,  and  the  seminal  eva¬ 
cuation 
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cuation  abate.  In  less  than  a  month  the  car- 
nosity  was  removed,  and  with  it  the  stimulus 
which  had  operated  so  powerfully  upon  the  sper¬ 
matic  vessels,  &c.  At  this  time  I  thought  cor¬ 
roborative  medicines  would  take  the  desired 
effect,  I  accordingly  administered  them  in  as 
large  doses,  and  as  repeatedly  as  his  stomach 
would  bear,  his  diet  was  likewise  of  the  most 
nutritious  kind,  and  as  simple  as  possible,  all 
high  seasoned  sauces,  &c.  being  studiously 
avoided,  together  with  spirituous  liquors,  and 
vegetable  acids.  By  the  above  method  this  gen¬ 
tleman  was  restored  to  perfect  health  in  the 
space  of  eight  months ;  he  married  soon  after, 
and  has  got  an  heir  to  his  estate. 

In  these  cases,  I  always  recommend  ani¬ 
mal  food,  or  a  meat  diet  in  preference  to  any 
other ;  and  when  the  stomach  is  too  weak  to 
admit  of  it  in  substance,  strong  soups  or  broths 
must  be  extracted  from  it,  and  taken  very  libe¬ 
rally.  After  meals,  a  glass  or  two  of  good  old 
Madeira  or  Mountain  wine  may  be  drank,  and 
will  generally  prove  beneficial.  Moderate  ex¬ 
ercise  will  likewise  be  useful,  but  great  care 
must  be  taken  that  it  never  amounts  to  fatigue. 
The  patient  should  be  thinly  clad  both  night 

and 
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and  day;  rise  early,  and  go  to  bed  the  same* 
In  fine,  the  same  regimen  may  be  observed  in 
these  complaints  as  is  generally'  recommended 
in  those  termed  nervous. 

All  excrescences  or  carnosities  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  have  not  a  venereal  origin,  that,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  every  other  glandulous  membrane, 
may  certainly  produce  them  from  some  other 
causes ;  among  which-,  coarse  gravel  and  small 
rough  or  sharp  stones  passing  through  this  tube 
may  sometimes  occasion  them.  An  instance 
of  this  kind  I  remembered  to  have  seen  in  a 

,  4... 

Kentish  farmer,  who  applied  to  me  on  account 
of  obstructions  in  the  urethra,  which  could  not 
be  supposed  to  arise  from  any  venereal  cause,  as 
he  solemnly  declared  that  he  had  never  been  so 
infected.  He  had  however  frequently  voided 
gravel  or  stones  with  his  urine,  which  I  make 
not  the  least  doubt,  gave  rise  to  the  excrescences, 

from  having  wounded  the  membrane,  which 

*  < 

afterwards  healed,  but  not  without  producing 
these  fungi. 

The  glandulous  membrane  that  lines  the 
nose,  we  know  will  sometimes  send  forth  ex- 

r  I 

crescences 
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crescences  named  polypi,  independent  of  any 
venereal  matter  whatever. 

Before  we  close  our  observations  upon 
gleets  and  weaknesses,  let  us  turn  our  thoughts 
upon  those  which  are  peculiar  to  the  fair 
sex. 

it- 

The  leucorrhaea,  fluor  albus,  or  the  dis¬ 
ease  vulgarly  termed  the  whites,  though  often 
with  very  great  impropriety,  the  discharge  be¬ 
ing  at  times  as  high  coloured  as  that  produced 
by  the  venereal  virus  itself.  This  gleet  is  the 
cause  of  many  disorders,  and  as  frequently  the 
consequence  of  others.  It  sometimes  arises 
merely  from  a  cacochymia,  at  others  from  a 
profluvium  menjium ,  bad  labours,  miscarriages, 

4 

a  general  relaxation,  immoderate  venery,  acri¬ 
monious  humours,  &c.  When  this  discharge 
is  very  copious  and  of  long  duration,  it  pro¬ 
duces  many  disagreeable  (if  not  fatal)  effects : 
it  may  give  rise  to  the  whole  tribe  of  what  are 
called  nervous  complaints,  hysterics,  & c."  and 
may  sometimes  occasion  an  atrophy  or  consump¬ 
tion. 

t 
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It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  they  are  most 
subject  to  this  disorder,  who  apparently  are 
the  least  able  to  sustain  it,  namely,  those  of  the 
most  delicate  frames  and  constitutions.  A  se¬ 
dentary  mode  of  living,  improper  diet,  too  much 
cloathing,  bed  warming  and  tea  drinking,  con¬ 
tribute  greatly  to  encrease,  if  not  to  produce, 
this  disease:  the  use  of  strong  liquors  (I  am 
afraid)  may  sometimes  be  added  to  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  causes. 

»  ‘  !  r  ■ 

_  ?  -v 

f  \  >  ,  J 

From  a  desire  of  becoming  more  deli¬ 
cate,  many  good  constitutions  have  been  greatly 
injured,  if  not  entirely  ruined,  by  the  two  fre¬ 
quent  repetition  of  phlebotomy  and  strong  ca¬ 
thartics. 

The  pudenda  of  each  sex  being  gene* 
Tally  very  much  benefited  by  cold  bathing, 
why,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  is  it  not 
more  frequently  practised?  Women,  in  par- 
ticular,  would  derive  infinite  advantage  from 
washing  these  parts  regularly  night  and  morn¬ 
ing,  with  cold  water,  except  at  the  time  of 
menstruation  y  as  I  believe  that  few  things 
would  tend  more  to  prevent  the  disease  in 

question 
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question  than  these  ablutions,  if  properly  pur¬ 
sued.  An  immersion  of  the  whole  body  would 

certainly  be  preferable  to  a  partial  bath,  but 

% 

as  the  former  is  not  always  practicable,  and  is 
generally  attended  with  great  trouble  and  in¬ 
convenience,  we  must  content  ourselves  with, 
the  latter,  provided  it  be  diligently  persisted 
in. 

Certain  sects  are  strictly  enjoined  to 
make  frequent  ablutions,  as  a  ceremony  or 
duty  incumbent  on  the  professors  of  such  re¬ 
ligions  ;  a  custom,  however,  of  this  kind,  if 
viewed  only  in  a  temporal  light,  must  be  highly 
beneficial  to  society.  /  * 

Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned,  why 
the  external  parts  of  generation  should  not  be 
as  often  washed  as  our  faces,  they  must  certain¬ 
ly  require  it  as  frequently,  although  seldom  ex¬ 
posed  to  view?  Courtesans  (for  more  reasons 
than  one)  are  the  strictest  observers  of  this  salu¬ 
tary  custom. 

The  great  difficulty  attending  the  cure 
of  the  fluor  albus,  may  in  some  degree  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  the  very  lax  texture  and  depend¬ 
ed  2  *  ing 
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ing  situation  of  the  parts  subject  to  this  dis¬ 
charge. 

In  the  cure  of  female  gleets,  we  must  ad¬ 
minister  such  alteratives  as  will  remove  any 
latent  acrimony,  and  at  the  same  time  recom¬ 
mend  the  most  nutritious  diet,  together  with  a 
proper  regulation  of  the  other  non-naturals. 
After  the  blood  and  juices  shall  have  been  suf¬ 
ficiently  purified  by  the  means  above-mention¬ 
ed  ;  then  may  balsamics  and  astringents  be  used 
to  great  advantage.  Be  it  remembered  also, 
that  we  must  not  rely  solely  upon  internals,  for 
it  will  generally  be  found  necessary  to  use  to¬ 
pical  applications  at  the  same  time,  viz.  lotions 
and  injections,  which  must  be  composed  of  the 
most  powerful  astringents.  The  cold  bath  will 
likewise  be  of  service,  where  unsound  viscera 
or  a  very  great  tenderness  of  lungs  do  not  pro¬ 
hibit  the  use  of  it.  The  alteratives  recommend¬ 
ed  in  the  former  part  of  this  Essay  will,  upon 
trial,  be  allowed  the  ‘most  efficacious  ones  in  the 
present  complaint.  Opiates,  in  many  stages 
of  the  disease,  may  likewise  be  administered 
to  very  great  advantage,  provided  they  be  so 
corrected,  as  to  obviate  any  material  constipa¬ 
tion  of  body. 

Of 
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Of  all  the  non-naturals,  a  clue  regulation 
of  the  passions  must  be  very  strictly  attend¬ 
ed  to ,  nay,  it  will  be  found  indispensibly 
necessary,  as  without  it  no  cure  will  ever 
be  obtained ;  indeed,  it  will  generally  prove 
one  grand  essential  in  the  cure  of  many  female 
complaints. 

%  ^ 

That  the  vagina  uteri,  and  its  vicinities 
are  very  liable  to  great  deductions  is  sufficient¬ 
ly  evident  from  the  disease  just  now  mention¬ 
ed,  which  in  general  does  not  make  its  appear¬ 
ance  before  the  age  of  puberty  ;  some  females 
however,  even  in  the  infant  state,  experience 
so  great  a  flow  of  humours  as  to  produce  a  dis¬ 
charge,  in  colour,  not  unlike  the  gonorrhoeal  v 
one,  and  frequently  acrimonious  enough  fb 
occasion  much  inflammation,  pain,  and  tume¬ 
faction  in  these  parts.  Several  instances  of  this 
kind  have  fallen  under  my  inspection,  and 
upon  enquiry,  I  have  generally  found  that 
the  complaint  arose  either  from  a  scorbutic 
or  a  scorphulous  humour.  Emollient  fomen¬ 
tations  and  cataplasms,  assisted  with  gentle 
purgatives,  and  mild  alterants,  will  soon  abate 
the  symptoms,  which  generally  disappear  in 

the 
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the  course  of  a  few  days :  especially  if  the 
discharge  has  been  rather  copious  in  the  be¬ 
ginning. 

'  ,  'i 

To  prevent  a  relapse,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  keep  the  intestines  in  a  laxative  state, 
which  may  be  easily  effected  by  the  use  of 
lac  sulphuris,  or  magnesia  alba ;  the  prefer¬ 
ence  however  must  be  given  to  the  former,  as 
it  will  at  the  dime  time  prove  no  insignificant 
alterative. 

The  most  obstinate  cases  are  such  as 
derive  their  origin  from  a  leprous  humour ; 
one  of  these  I  remember  to  have  seen.  It 
was  attended  with  a  very  high  degree  of 
inflammation,  and  required  venaesection,  opi¬ 
ates  and  cathartics,  together  with  the  most 
powerful  internal  alteratives,  and  external  emol¬ 
lients.  A  composition  of  camphor,  antimony 
and  sulphur,  was  in  this  case  extremely  useful ; 
the  cure  indeed  might  with  justice  be  wholly 
ascribed  to  it;  every  other  medicine  having 
proved  ineffectual. 

!.|  -  The 
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The  cure  of  gleets  and  weaknesses  in  either 
sex,  will  generally  require  a  considerable  time, 
but  if  the  methods  I  have  recommended  be  put 
in  practice,  and  properly  pursued,  I  am  firm¬ 
ly  persuaded  that  they  will  very  seldom  fail 
of  success. 
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